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Abstract

The aim of this mini-course, given at the University of Stellenbosch in November 2023, is to give an

introduction to the theory of ℓ-adic and adelic Galois representations, with a particular emphasis on the

entanglement phenomenon, which studies the interactions between different ℓ-adic representations when

the prime ℓ varies.

Plan of the course

Each lecture will consist of one academic hour (i.e. 45 minutes). The plan is probably too ambitious, so don’t

be scared! Moreover, the program is definitely open to changes following suggestions from the audience!

Lecture 1 From Z to Galois representations.

Lecture 2 Reminders of finite and infinite Galois theory, and of algebraic number theory.

Lecture 3 Reminders of local fields.

Lecture 4 Local and global class field theories. Ring and ray class fields.

Lecture 5 An introduction to the Langlands program.

Lecture 6 Elliptic curves and their Galois representations.

Lecture 7 Elliptic curves with complex multiplication and ray class fields of imaginary quadratic fields:

Kronecker’s youth dream.

Lecture 8 Entanglement between the division fields of elliptic curves.

Warning

Given the time limitation, this course aims just at giving an overview of the themes involved. In particular,

we will see essentially no proofs. I will try to use these (very brief) notes to give the appropriate references

when needed. Furthermore, it could very well happen that some typo managed to sneak in these notes. I

would be very glad if you signaled any mistake you may find by writing me an email.

URL: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKIjZTit-r3euRziu0BJPMxdVTqELnAF/view?usp=sharing
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1 Introduction: from Z to Galois representations

The ring of rational integers Z is one of the simplest, but also most mysterious rings that exist in mathemat-

ical nature. In particular, the interaction between the sum and product operations on Z is still the object of

many tantalizing conjectures, the most celebrated of which is probably due to Goldbach (who conjectured

that every even integer n ≥ 4 should be the sum of two primes).

It turns out that studying Z as a ring is essentially equivalent, thanks to a well known lemma of Yoneda,

to studying Diophantine equations f (x1, . . . , xn) = 0, where f ∈ Z[x1, . . . , xn] is a multivariate polynomial

with integer coefficients. This problem is well known to be extremely difficult. For example, a theorem of

Matiyasevich, which solved the tenth of Hilbert’s problems, showed that there does not exist a universal

algorithm for solving such Diophantine equations. This confirms the fact that finding explicitly all the solu-

tions of a given family of Diophantine equations is usually a very difficult task. The prototypical examples

of this fact are given by Fermat’s family xn + yn = zn and by Catalan’s family xa − yb = 1.

Despite this negative news, there is a way to access the sets of integer solutions of a Diophantine equation

f (x1, . . . , xn) = 0. More precisely, homogenizing the polynomial one can actually look at the set X f (Q) of

rational solutions to this Diophantine equation. Then, such a set can be seen as the set of those algebraic

solutions X f (Q) which are invariant under the action of the absolute Galois group ΓQ := Gal(Q/Q). Therefore,

the study of solutions of Diophantine equations can be reduced to the study of the absolute Galois group ΓQ

and of its actions.

In fact, studying a compact topological group, such as the absolute Galois group, is essentially equivalent

to unraveling the mysteries behind its actions. More precisely, given a compact topological group G, the

category of its complex linear representations Π(G) can be used to reconstruct the group G in question, and

its topology, thanks to a celebrated result of Tannaka. In particular, one can apply this philosophy to the

absolute Galois group G = ΓF := Gal(F/F) of a field F.

If F is a number field, which is to say that F contains the field of rational numbers Q and is a finite di-

mensional vector space over it, every linear complex representation ρ : ΓF → GLn(C) factors through a finite

quotient ΓF ↠ G. In particular, G will be the Galois group of a finite extension L = F[x]/( f (x)), and the

resulting representation G → GLn(C) corresponds to the action of G on the roots of the polynomial f (x).

These representations are already very rich. For example, if F = Q, then one expects that every finite

group G should be a quotient of ΓQ. This is usually known as the inverse Galois problem, and has been

the subject of a mini-course by Angelot Behajaina, given in Stellenbosch during the spring semester of the

academic year 2021/22.

During the present course, we will instead look at different fields, and even rings of coefficients. In

particular, we will be interested in finite Galois representations of the form ρN : ΓF → GLn(Z/NZ). When

N is a power of a single prime ℓ, one can often assemble all these representations along the quotient maps
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GLn(Z/ℓk+1Z) ↠ GLn(Z/ℓkZ), and obtain a new representation ρℓ∞ : ΓF → GLn(Zℓ) with coefficients

in the ring Zℓ := lim←−k
Z/ℓkZ of ℓ-adic integers. Taking the field of fractions of Zℓ, one ends up with

the field of ℓ-adic numbers Qℓ, which can be seen as an analogue of the field of real numbers. Taking the

algebraic closure Qℓ one obtains a field which is not complete any more, but taking the completion of Qℓ

yields a complete and algebraically closed field Cℓ, which is the analogue of complex numbers. Then, one

can consider representations of ΓF with coefficients in the fields Qℓ and Cℓ, which are amenable to the same

Tannakian reconstruction results.

These representations are much richer than the ones with complex coefficients, thanks to the totally dis-

connected nature of the topology on Zℓ. In particular, one can associate to every algebraic variety X defined

over a number field F, every pair of integers i, j ∈N, and every prime ℓ, a Galois representation

ρX,i,j,ℓ∞ : ΓF → GL(Hi
ét(XF; Qℓ(j))) ∼= GLn(Qℓ),

where Hi
ét(XF; Qℓ(j)) denotes the i-th étale cohomology group of the base change of X to the algebraic closure

F of F, with coefficients in the Tate twist Qℓ(j). In particular, the vector spaces Hi
ét(XF; Qℓ(j)) can be related

to the singular cohomology of the topological space given by the complex points of X (taken along any

embedding F ↪→ C), and this relation allows one to compute the dimension n = dimQℓ
(Hi

ét(XF; Qℓ(j))) of

such vector spaces.

Class field theory

Particularly interesting examples of these kinds of representations arise when n = 1 or n = 2. In the first case,

one obtains the characters of the absolute Galois group ΓF, which completely determine the abelianization

Γab
F := ΓF/[ΓF, ΓF]. This is the subject of class field theory, which provides a surjective map

[F, ·] : A×F ↠ Γab
F ,

known as the Artin map, whose kernel can be explicitly determined. Here, A×F denotes the group of units of

the ring of adèles AF associated to the number field F, which is obtained by putting together all its different

completions Fv.

The first part of the present course will consist in giving a presentation of the main results of class field

theory, while recalling some basics from Galois theory and algebraic number theory.

Elliptic curves and their entanglement

In the second part of our course, we will look at two dimensional Galois representations, focusing on those

that come from elliptic curves. More precisely, for every elliptic curve E defined over a number field F, one
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has an isomorphism

H1
ét(EF; Zℓ(1)) ∼= Tℓ(E) := lim←−

k
E[ℓk](F)

between the first étale cohomology group of E, with coefficients in Zℓ(1), and the Tate module Tℓ(E), which

is given by assembling together the different groups of torsion points E[ℓk](F) ∼= (Z/ℓkZ)2 along the

multiplication-by-ℓ maps [ℓ] : E[ℓk+1]→ E[ℓk]. In particular, this gives rise to a Galois representation

ρE,ℓ∞ : ΓF → GL(Tℓ(E)) ∼= GL2(Zℓ) ∼= AutZ(E[ℓ∞](F)),

where E[ℓ∞](F) denotes the abelian group of those torsion points of E that have ℓ-power order. Through

this isomorphism, ρE,ℓ∞ can actually be seen as the Galois representation induced by the natural action of

ΓF on the abelian group E[ℓ∞]. This approach can actually be “globalized”, and yields the adelic Galois

representation

ρE : ΓF → AutZ(Etors) ∼= GL2(Ẑ),

where Ẑ := lim←−N
Z/NZ denotes the ring of profinite integers, and Etors := E(F)tors denotes the group of

torsion points of E.

It turns out that the Galois representation ρE is intimately related to the arithmetic properties of the

elliptic curve E. In particular, if E does not have complex multiplication, a celebrated theorem of Jean-Pierre

Serre shows that the image of ρE has finite index inside GL2(Ẑ). Finding this index, and computing this

image, turn out to be two highly non-trivial tasks, which have attracted a lot of attention in the past years. In

particular, it has been observed that in several cases the aforementioned image is not given by the product

of the images of the ℓ-adic representations ρE,ℓ∞ . When such a phenomenon occurs, one poetically says that

these representations are entangled.

On the other hand, when the elliptic curve E has complex multiplication by an order O, the image of ρE

is much smaller, as it is essentially contained inside the group of automorphisms of Etors which respect its

structure ofO-module. This group of automorphisms is abelian, and is in fact isomorphic to the units Ô× in-

side the profinite completion Ô := lim←−N
O/NO of the ringO. The simplicity of these Galois representations

allows one to study the entanglement between the division fields of elliptic curves with complex multipli-

cation more in detail, which is what we did in two joint works with Francesco Campagna [5, 6]. Moreover,

elliptic curves with complex multiplication allow one to answer affirmatively Hilber’s 12th problem for

imaginary quadratic fields, as given by Kronecker’s insight.

In the second part of my course, I will give an overview of these results, with a focus on explicit examples.
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2 A gist of Galois theory and algebraic number theory

The aim of the present lecture is to recall the essentials of Galois theory and algebraic number theory that

we will need in future lectures of this course. We invite the interested reader to read the necessary proofs in

[22, Chapter VI, § 1] (for the Galois theory part) and [32] (for the algebraic number theory part).

Basics on field extensions

First of all, let us recall that Galois theory deals with field extensions K ⊆ L, and builds a correspondence

between sub-extensions of such a field extension and subgroups of the group AutK(L) of those field auto-

morphisms L→ L which fix K pointwise.

Such a correspondence does not hold always, but only under suitable assumptions. More precisely, let

us recall that a field extension K ⊆ L is finite if L is a finite dimensional K-vector space, and algebraic if for

every α ∈ L the evaluation map

Ψα : K[x]→ L

P(x) 7→ P(α)

is not injective. Since K[x] is a principal ideal domain, the ideal ker(Ψα) is always generated by a unique

monic, irreducible polynomial fα(x) ∈ K[x], which is usually referred to as the minimal polynomial of α.

It may happen that these minimal polynomials have actually repeated roots inside L. If this is not the

case, which means that gcd( fα, f ′α) = 1, one says that α is separable. Moreover, we will call the entire extension

K ⊆ L separable if every element α ∈ L× is itself separable.

The notion of separability is especially important because of the so-called primitive element theorem, which

states that every finite separable extension of fields K ⊆ L admits a primitive element, which is an element

α ∈ L such that Ψα is surjective. In other words, in these cases we have that L = K(α), where K(α) ⊆ L is the

smallest subfield which contains both K and α.

On the other hand, it may happen that the minimal polynomial of an element of L does not have all its

possible roots inside L. If this does not happen, i.e. if every irreducible polynomial P ∈ K[x] which has a

root in L actually splits completely in L[x], we say that the extension K ⊆ L is normal.

Finally, we say that K ⊆ L is Galois if it is both separable and normal. When K ⊆ L is also finite,

being Galois is actually equivalent to being the splitting field of a separable polynomial P ∈ K[x], which is

the smallest field extension of K over which the polynomial splits into linear factors, and is unique up to

isomorphism.
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The fundamental theorem(s) of Galois theory

Let us fix any Galois extension K ⊆ L. Then, the group Gal(L/K) := AutK(L) admits a canonical pro-finite

topology. More precisely, if K ⊆ L is finite, we endow this group with the discrete topology. On the other

hand, if K ⊆ L is infinite, we observe that an automorphism L → L is determined by its restrictions on the

fields K(α), for α varying over L. In more fancy terms, we have a group homomorphism

Gal(L/K) ∼= lim←−
K⊆M⊆L

K⊆M finite Galois

Gal(M/K), (1)

where the inverse limit on the right hand side runs over all sub-extensions K ⊆ M ⊆ L such that K ⊆ M

is finite and Galois. Then, the right hand side of (1) admits a canonical inverse limit topology, which is the

coarsest topology such that for every finite sub-extension K ⊆ M the projection map lim←−
K⊆M⊆L

K⊆M finite Galois

Gal(M/K)

↠ Gal(M/K)

is continuous. Therefore, (1) allows us to transfer this topology to Gal(L/K).

Using this topology, we can finally state the fundamental theorem of Galois theory, which asserts that given

any Galois extension K ⊆ L (which may be infinite) the following two maps

{K ⊆ M ⊆ L} ↔ {G ⊆ Gal(L/K) : G is closed}

M 7→ AutM(L)

LG ← [ G

establish a bijection between closed subgroups of the Galois group Gal(L/K) := AutK(L) and the sub-

extensions of K ⊆ L. Here, LG := {α ∈ L : σ(α) = α, for each σ ∈ G} represents the field of those elements

α ∈ L which are fixed by every automorphism that belongs to the subgroup G. Under this correspondence,

closed subgroups which are also open are precisely those of finite index, and hence correspond to finite ex-

tensions of K, whose degree equals the corresponding index. Moreover, normal subgroups correspond to

Galois extensions of K.

Finally, let us mention that Galois groups behave well with respects to towers and composites of number

fields. More precisely, if K ⊆ M ⊆ L is a tower of Galois extensions, then we have an exact sequence

1→ Gal(L/M)→ Gal(L/K)→ Gal(M/K)→ 1,

where the first map is the obvious inclusion and the second map is given by restricting an automorphism

from L to M. Moreover, if K ⊆ M1, M2 ⊆ L and K ⊆ M1 is Galois, then M2 ⊆ M1M2 is Galois, and the

natural restriction map induces an isomorphism Gal(M1M2/M2)
∼−→ Gal(M1/M1 ∩M2). Finally, if K ⊆ M2
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is also Galois, then K ⊆ M1M2 is Galois, and the natural restriction maps Gal(M1M2/K)→ Gal(M1/K) and

Gal(M1M2/K)→ Gal(M2/K) induce an isomorphism

Gal(M1M2/K) ∼−→ Gal(M1/K)×Gal(M1∩M2/K) Gal(M2/K)

where the fiber product on the right is the group given by those pairs (σ, τ) ∈ Gal(M1/K) × Gal(M2/K)

whose restrictions to M1 ∩M2 coincide.

Algebraic number theory

In this course, we will mainly be interested in finite extensions of the rational numbers Q, known as number

fields. These extensions can be studied by Galois theory, but they share the unique feature that they contain

some “integral” elements. More precisely, given a number field K, any element α ∈ K admits a unique monic

minimal polynomial fα(x) ∈ Q[x], and α is called integral if fα(x) ∈ Z[x]. The set of all integral elements of K

forms a ring, denoted byOK, which goes under the name of ring of integers of the number field K. Sometimes,

it is also interesting to study sub-rings O ⊆ OK. When such a sub-ring has finite index, we call it an order.

The ring of integers OK has the very important property of being a Dedekind domain. This means in

particular that every non-zero prime ideal p ⊆ OK is maximal, and give rise to a finite quotient field OK/p.

Moreover, every ideal I ⊆ OK admits a unique factorization (up to permutations) I = pe1
1 · · · p

er
r , where

p1, . . . , pr ⊆ OK are prime ideals. This property fails for any other order O ⊊ OK, which is not a Dedekind

domain anymore.

Class groups

Such a unique factorization property generalizes the usual fundamental theorem of arithmetic. However,

the exact analogue of this theorem, which would predict the unique factorization of elements of OK, is not

true in general, as one can see already in the case of K = Q(
√
−5), where OK = Z[

√
−5] and the element 6

admits two factorizations into irreducible elements of Z[
√
−5], given by 6 = 2 · 3 = (1+

√
−5) · (1−

√
−5).

This failure of unique factorization is particularly relevant in the case of cyclotomic fields, which are finite

extensions of Q generated by roots of unity. In particular, any root of unity ζn of exact order n generates the

n-th cyclotomic field Q(ζn), which is Galois over Q with Galois group given by (Z/nZ)×, where an element

a ∈ (Z/nZ)× corresponds to the unique automorphism σa : Q(ζn) → Q(ζn) which fixes Q and sends ζn

to ζa
n. Moreover, cyclotomic fields are monogenic, which means that their ring of integers is simply given by

Z[ζn]. Finally, Kummer has shown that if Z[ζn] does admit unique factorization (of elements), then the only

integer solutions to xn + yn = zn are those for which xyz = 0.

In fact, one can do slightly better. To do so, we observe that there is another way of measuring when the

ring of integers of a number field is not a unique factorization domain. More precisely, a Dedekind domain is
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a unique factorization domain if and only if it is a principal ideal domain. Therefore, to measure how farOK

is from being a unique factorization domain, one can consider the class group Cl(OK), which is defined as the

quotient of the group of fractional ideals of OK, which are OK-submodules I ⊆ K such that there exists λ ∈ K

with the property that λI ⊆ OK, modulo the principal ones, which have the form α · OK for some α ∈ K.

It turns out that this group Cl(OK) is always finite. Moreover, if p is a regular rational prime, i.e. a rational

prime such that p ∤ #Cl(Z[ζp]), then the only integer solutions to the Fermat equation xp + yp = zp are once

again the trivial ones. Unfortunately, the class groups of cyclotomic fields can be quite big, and there are

infinitely many primes p which are irregular (see [42, Theorem 5.17]), the smallest of which is p = 37.

Decomposition of primes

Going back to general number fields, one can ask if it is possible to compute Cl(OK), or at least to bound its

size, in terms of other invariants of K.

To this end, let us take an extension of number fields K ⊆ L, which induces an extension of rings of

integersOK ⊆ OL. Then, given a prime ideal p ⊆ OK, one can consider the extended ideal pOL = Pe1
1 · · ·P

er
r .

It turns out that every element of this factorization can be computed in a very explicit way, thanks to a result

of Kummer and Dedekind. More precisely, suppose that there exists α ∈ OL such that L = K(α) and

p ∤ [OL : OK[α]]OK, and let ϕ ∈ OK[x] denote the minimal polynomial of α over K. Then, the reduction of ϕ

modulo p factorizes as ϕ = ge1
1 · · · g

er
r , and Pj = pOK + gj(α) for every j ∈ {1, . . . , r}. Finally, we also have

that deg(gj) = |OL/Pj : OK/p| for each j ∈ {1, . . . , r}.

The invariants e1, . . . , er are the ramification indices of p in the extension K ⊆ L, while the other invariants

f j := |OL/Pj : OK/p| are the inertia degrees of the prime p inside the aforementioned extension. These

invariants satisfy the formula e1 f1 + · · · + er fr = [L : K]. When the extension K ⊆ L is Galois, the group

Gal(L/K) acts transitively on the set {P1, . . . ,Pr}, which implies that e1 = · · · = er =: e, and analogously

that f1 = · · · = fr =: f . Therefore, in this case we see that e f r = [L : K].

These definitions allow us to say that a prime p ⊆ OK is ramified in the extension K ⊆ L if there exists a

prime P ⊆ OL such that e(P | p) > 1. One can prove that this happens if and only if P divides the different

ideal DL/K ⊆ OL, which is the inverse of the complementary module CL/K := {α ∈ L | Tr(αOL) ⊆ OK}. In

particular, the norm of DL/K is the so-called relative discriminant ∆L/K ⊆ OK of K ⊆ L. When K = Q, we

have a preferred generator of ∆L/Q, given by the absolute discriminant

∆L := det


σ1(b1) σ1(b2) · · · σ1(bn)

σ2(b1)
. . . ...

... . . . ...

σn(b1) · · · · · · σn(bn)



2

,
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where n = [L : Q] and σ1, . . . , σn : L ↪→ C denote all the possible embeddings of L in C, while b1, . . . , bn

denotes a Z-basis of OL.

This invariant is quite powerful. In particular, a famous theorem of Hermite tells us that there are only

finitely many isomorphism classes of number fields K such that the absolute value of ∆K is bounded. Finally,

we are able, thanks to the absolute discriminant of a number field, to answer the question we asked in the

beginning. More precisely, one can prove that every class a ∈ Cl(OK) admits a representative I whose

absolute norm N(I) := |OK/I| is bounded above by n!
nn

(
4
π

)r2 √
|∆K|, where n = [K : Q] is the degree of

K, and r2 denotes the number of complex embeddings of K which are not real, counted up to complex

conjugation.

Unit groups

Another crucial invariant of a number field is given by its group of units O×K , which is a finitely generated

abelian group, thanks to a theorem of Dirichlet. Even better, if we write

{σ1, . . . , σr1 , σr1+1, σr1+1, . . . , σr1+r2 , σr1+r2}

for all the embeddings K ↪→ C, the map

O×K → Rr1+r2

x 7→ (log|σj(x)|)r1+r2
j=1

embeds O×K as a lattice inside the hyperplane {(v1, . . . , vr1+r2) ∈ Rr1+r2 : v1 + · · ·+ vr1+r2 = 0}.

3 Local fields

The aim of this lecture is to recall some basic notions about local fields, which can be found (with all the

necessary proofs) in Serre’s seminal account [39].

Let K be a field. Then, an absolute value on K is a map of sets |·| : K → R≥0 such that |x| = 0 if and

only if x = 0, while |xy| = |x| · |y| and |x + y| ≤ |x| + |y| for every x, y ∈ K. Such an absolute value

clearly induces a metric on K, by setting the distance between x ∈ K and y ∈ K to be |x − y|. This in turn

induces a topology on K, and two absolute values |·| and |·|′ are said to be equivalent if they induce the same

topology. This turns out to be equivalent to the fact that |·|′ = |·|t for some t ∈ R>0, or to the fact that

{x ∈ K : |x| < 1} = {x ∈ K : |x|′ < 1}. Equivalence classes of absolute values are called places, and the set of

places of a given field K will be denoted by MK.

Examples of absolute values include:

• the trivial absolute value |·|triv, defined as |x|triv = 1 for every x ∈ K× (and as |x|triv = 0 when x = 0);
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• the usual absolute values |·|R : R→ R≥0 and |·|C : C→ R≥0;

• the p-adic absolue values |·|p on a number field K. More precisely, if p ⊆ OK is a prime ideal, we define

|x|p = #(OK/p)−ordp(x), where ordp(x) ∈ Z denotes the unique integer such that x · OK = pordp(x) · a

for some fractional ideal a which is coprime to p.

Archimedean and non-Archimedean absolute values

The last family of absolute values are all non-Archimedean, which means that |x + y| ≤ max(|x|, |y|). The

name comes from the fact that, for these fields, we have that |nx| ≤ |x| for every n ∈ N, which implies

that we cannot get arbitrarily big just by taking multiples of a given element x ∈ K×. It is easy to see that

if a given absolute value is Archimedean or non-Archimedean, so is any absolute value equivalent to it.

Therefore, given a field K, it is reasonable to partition the set of places MK into the set of non-Archimedean

places M∞
K and the set of Archimedean places MK,∞.

In a non-Archimedean valued field (K, |·|), the closed unit ball OK = {x ∈ K : |x| ≤ 1} is a local ring,

with maximal ideal mK given by the open unit ball. In the case of the p-adic absolute values defined on a

number field F, this local ring coincides with the localization of OF at p, given by all the fractions x/y ∈ F

with x ∈ OF and y ∈ OF \ p.

It turns out that the classes of the absolute values |·|p yield all the possible non-Archimedean places of

a number field F. On the other hand, the Archimedean ones are given by the equivalence classes of the

absolute values induced by the complex embeddings F ↪→ C, taken up to the action of complex conjugation.

Thanks to this result, which is due to Ostrowski, we can partition MK into the set of non-Archimedean

places M∞
K , which is in bijection with prime ideals, and the set of Archimedean places MK,∞. The latter can

be partitioned again into the set of real places MK,R, corresponding to real embeddings K ↪→ R, and the set

of complex places MK,C, which correspond to embeddings K ↪→ C, taken up to complex conjugation, whose

image is not contained in R.

Since valued fields are metric spaces, we have the notions of convergence and completeness of such met-

ric spaces. In particular, if K is a valued field, one can consider its completion K∧, given by the set of Cauchy

sequences in K modulo those sequences that converge to zero. Endowing K∧ with pointwise addition and

multiplication allows us to see K∧ as the complete valued field which is closest to K. In particular, we have

a canonical inclusion K ↪→ K∧ whose image is dense in K∧.

In the Archimedean case, the only complete valued fields (up to isomorphism) are R and C. On the

other hand, we have many possible non-Archimedean complete valued fields. First of all, for any subgroup

H ⊆ R>0 there exists a complete valued field K such that |K×| = H. Moreover, even if we restrict to complete

valued fields K such that |K×| is discrete, which implies that the maximal ideal mK of the valuation ring OK
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is principal, we get a plethora of possibilities.

Such examples include for instance the field of p-adic numbers Qp, obtained as the completion of the

field of rational numbers Q with respect to the p-adic absolute value |·|p. Similarly, we have the fields of

formal Laurent series Fp((T)) over the finite field Fp = Z/pZ. In fact, these are all the possible complete,

non-Archimedean, non-trivially valued fields which are also locally compact topological spaces.

Let us recall that, if K is a complete, non-Archimedean and non-trivially valued field then

OK =

{
+∞

∑
n=0

anπn : an ∈ S

}
∼= lim←−

n

OK

mn
K

where S ⊆ OK is any set of representatives for the residue field OK/mK, and π ∈ A denotes any uniformizer,

i.e. any generator of mK. In particular, if K = Qp then we have that

OK = Zp =

{
+∞

∑
n=0

an pn : an ∈ {0, . . . , p− 1}
}
∼= lim←−

n

Zp

pnZp
∼= lim←−

n

Z

pnZ

with maximal ideal mK = pZp.

Hensel’s lemma

The notion of complenetess of a non-Archimedean field K is important because it allows one to find the

roots of a polynomial f ∈ OK[x] by Newton’s method. More precisely, for every element α0 ∈ K such that

| f (α0)| < | f ′(α0)|2, there exists a unique α ∈ K such that f (α) = 0 and |α − α0| < | f ′(α0)|, which can be

constructed as the limit of the sequence {αn} defined recursively by setting αn+1 = αn − f (αn)/ f ′(αn). In

particular, as in the classical case, Newton’s method allows us to double the precision of our guessed answer

at every step, thanks to the estimate |αn+1 − αn| ≤ | f ′(α0)| · | f (α0)/ f ′(α0)
2|2n−1

. This allows in particular

to find the roots of f by finding its roots in one of the finite rings OK/mn
K, which can then be lifted to the

required α0.

Extension of absolute values

Moreover, completeness helps also when one wants to study finite dimensional vector spaces over a valued

field, because if this field is complete than all the norms on a given finite dimensional vector space are

equivalent.

This allows one to show that given a finite field extension K ⊆ L, any absolute value |·|K : K → R≥0

which makes K into a complete valued field admits a unique extension to L, given by |x|L = d
√
|NL/K(x)|K,

which makes L into a complete valued field as well. Moreover, in the non-Archimedean case the ring OL is

the integral closure of the ring OK inside L.
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A similar statement holds true for valued fields which are not complete. More precisely, if K ⊆ L is a

finite extension of fields, there exists a unique sub-extension K ⊆ M ⊆ L such that K ⊆ M is separable and

M ⊆ L is purely inseparable. In this second case, it is easy to see that any absolute value on M extends

uniquely to L. Looking at the extension K ⊆ M, we know that M = K(α) for some α ∈ M with minimal

polynomial fα ∈ K[x]. Then, the possible extensions to M of a given absolute value |·|v on K, representing a

place v ∈ MK are in bijection with the irreducible factors of fα over the completion Kv of K with respect to

this absolute value. Moreover, we have a canonical isomorphism Kv ⊗K L ∼= ∏w|v Lw.

Unramified and totally ramified extensions

Using these notions, one can say that an extension of non-Archimedean valued fields K ⊆ L is unramified if

|K×|K = |L×|L, and totally ramified if OK/mK = OL/mL. In general, any algebraic extension K ⊆ L has a

maximal sub-extension K ⊆ M ⊆ L such that K ⊆ M is unramified and M ⊆ L is totally ramified, because

the compositum of two unramified extensions is again unramified.

Finite unramified extensions of complete, discretely valued fields are known to be in bijection with the

finite and separable extensions of their residue fields. Moreover, this bijection preserves the automorphism

groups. In other words, if K ⊆ L is a finite unramified extension of a complete, discretely valued field K then

AutK(L) ∼= AutκK(κL), where κK = OK/mK and κL = OL/mL.

On the other hand, any finite and totally ramified extension K ⊆ L of a complete, discretely valued field K

is generated by any of its uniformizers π ∈ OL. Moreover, the minimal polynomial f (x) = ∑d
j=0 ajxj ∈ OK[x]

of any such uniformizer is Eisenstein, which means that a0, . . . , an−1 ∈ mK while an ̸∈ mK and a0 ̸∈ m2
K.

Finally, given such a finite, totally ramified extension K ⊆ L whose degree d = [L : K] is coprime with the

residual characteristic of K, we can take the uniformizer of L to be the d-th root of some uniformizer of K.

Ramification filtration

Something quite interesting happens if we combine Galois theory with the theory of complete and non-

Archimedean fields. Namely, if K ⊆ L is a finite, Galois extension of complete and discretely valued fields,

we can define a filtration {Gn(L/K)}n∈Z on Gal(L/K), which is given by

Gn(L/K) := {σ ∈ Gal(L/K) : |x− σ(x)|L ≤ |πL|n+1
L for all x ∈ OL},

where πL ∈ OL is any uniformizer. Clearly Gn(L/K) = Gal(L/K) for every n ≤ −1.

The first ramification group G0(L/K) is the so-called inertia group of the extension K ⊆ L. It is not difficult

to see that, if the extension of residue fields κK ⊆ κL is separable, then it is Galois, and moreover reducing

modulo the maximal ideal induces a surjective map

Gal(L/K) ↠ Gal(κL/κK),
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whose kernel is precisely G0(L/K). This implies that the invariant field LG0(L/K) is precisely the maximal

unramified extension of K ⊆ L. Therefore, G0(L/K) = {1} if and only if K ⊆ L is unramified.

The higher ramification groups {Gn(L/K)}+∞
n=1 are related to the unit groups

U(n)
L := {x ∈ O×L | x− 1 ∈ mn

L},

thanks to the maps

Gn(L/K)→
U(n)

L

U(n+1)
L

σ 7→ σ(πL)

πL

which do not depend on the choice of the uniformizer πL, and whose kernel is Gn+1(L/K).

This implies that the invariants LG1(L/K) under the wild inertia group G1(L/K) coincide with the largest

sub-extension of K ⊆ L that is tamely ramified, i.e. whose ramification index (|LG1(L/K)| : |K×|) is co-prime

with the residual characteristic of K. Moreover, the quotient G0(L/K)/G1(L/K) is a cyclic group of order

prime to p, whereas for every n ≥ 1 the quotient Gn(L/K)/Gn+1(L/K) is a product of cyclic groups of order

p.

In order to define the ramification filtration for infinite extensions, it is useful to change the numbering

a little bit. More precisely, the ramification filtration that we just defined are not compatible with quotients.

More precisely, suppose that K ⊆ L is a finite Galois extension of local fields, and that H ⊴ G := Gal(L/K)

is a normal subgroup, corresponding to the finite Galois extension K ⊆ M := LH. Then, a theorem of

Herbrand allows us to compute the ramification filtration {Gn(M/K)}n∈Z in terms of the ramification

filtration {Gn(L/K)}n∈Z. More precisely, (Gn(L/K) · H)/H = GϕL/M(n)(M/K) for every n ∈ Z, where

ϕL/M : [−1,+∞[→ R is the function defined by ϕL/M(u) := u for u ∈ [−1, 0] and by setting

ϕL/M(u) :=
∫ u

0

dt
(G0(L/M) : G⌈t⌉(L/M))

whenever u ≥ 0. In particular, for every finite Galois extension K ⊆ L, the function ϕL/K is continuous

and strictly increasing. Therefore, it admits a continuous inverse ψL/K : [−1,+∞[→ R which allows us to

define the ramification filtration in upper numbering by setting Gu(L/K) := G⌈ψL/K(u)⌉(L/K) for every real

number u ≥ −1. Thanks to Herbrand’s theorem, we see that Gu(LH/K) = (Gu(L/K) · H)/H for every

u ∈ [−1,+∞[, which allows one to define the ramification filtration in upper numbering of an infinite Galois

extension K ⊆ L by setting

Gu(L/K) := lim←−
K⊆M⊆L

K⊆M finite Galois

Gu(M/K)

for every u ∈ [−1,+∞[.
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Exercises

• Prove that, given any prime p, the p-adic expansion of α ∈ Qp is eventually periodic if and only if

α ∈ Q.

• What are the roots of unity contained in Qp?

• Given any discretely valued field K, there is an associated valuation vK : K → Z ∪ {+∞}, defined as

vK(x) := log|x|K/ log|πK|K. Prove that, if K ⊆ L is a finite extension of complete and discretely valued

fields, then (|L×|L : |K×|K) = vL(πK).

• Show that the ramification filtration Gn(L/K) becomes trivial for n≫ 1.

• Fix a prime p and an element c ∈ Z×p . Let Qp ⊆ K be the splitting field of xp − c. Compute the

ramification filtration on Gal(K/Qp).

4 Class field theory

The aim of this lecture is to address the problem of describing the abelian extensions of different kinds of

fields. This description, which goes under the name of class field theory, is due to the great efforts of many

mathematicians in the beginning of the twentieth century, such as Artin, Chevalley, Hasse, Takagi, etc.... For

a complete account with proofs we refer the interested reader to Neukirch’s book [32, Chapter VI].

Finite fields

First of all, let us start with the finite field Fp. In this case, we know that every finite extension of Fp is abelian,

and that in fact there is exactly one for each degree d, whose Galois group is cyclic. A distinguished generator

of this group is given by the Frobenius element Frob(x) = xp. Therefore, we get a family of isomorphisms

Z/dZ
∼−→ Gal(Fpd /Fp)

a 7→ Froba,

which in turn induces an isomorphism Ẑ
∼−→ Gal(Fp/Fp)ab = Gal(Fp/Fp). More generally, given a finite

field κ, the map a 7→ Froba
κ, where Frobκ(x) = x|κ|, induces a map of groups

[κ, ·] : Z→ Gal(κ/κ)ab = Gal(κ/κ), (2)

which yields an isomorphism Ẑ
∼−→ Gal(κ/κ)ab = Gal(κ/κ).
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Local fields

In the case of local fields K, it turns out that there exists a unique continuous group homomoprphism

[K, ·] : K× → Gal(K/K)ab = Gal(Kab/K),

such that [K,O×K ] = Gal(Kab/Kunr) and the induced map Z ∼= K×/O×K → Gal(Kunr/K) ∼= Gal(κK/κK)

coincides with the map (2), while for every finite extension K ⊆ L we get a commutative diagram

L× Gal(Lab/L)

K× Gal(Kab/K)

[L,·]

NL/K resL/K

[K,·]

which involves the norm map NL/K : L× → K× and the restriction map resL/K : Gal(Lab/L)→ Gal(Kab/K).

The continuous group homomorphism [K, ·], which goes under the name of local Artin map, induces

an isomorphism K̂× ∼−→ Gal(Kab/K) between the profinite completion of K× and the abelianization of the

absolute Galois group of K. Therefore, the finite abelian extensions K ⊆ L inside a fixed separable closure are

in bijection with open subgroups U ⊆ K× of finite index. More precisely, for every finite abelian extension

K ⊆ L there exists a unique open subgroup of finite index U ⊆ K× such that L = (Kab)[K,U], which can

be recovered from the finite abelian extension K ⊆ L because U = NL/K(L×). Moreover, it turns out that

for every abelian extension K ⊆ L, the unit groups 1 +mn
K map to the higher ramification groups in upper

numbering Gn(L/K) via the Artin map.

To prove the main statements of local class field theory exposed in this section, one can construct explic-

itly the abelian extensions of K that correspond to the unit groups 1+mn
K, and then assemble the information

obtained from those to conclude. This construction proceeds by adding to K the roots of the iterates of some

polynomial f (x) ∈ OK[x] which is congruent to x|κK | modulo mK. Such an idea is due to Lubin and Tate, and

allows one to obtain a rather easy and constructive proof of local class field theory.

Global fields

Let K be a global field, i.e. a finite extension of Q or of Fp(T). Then, we can glue together all the local Artin

maps [Kv, ·] : K×v → Gal(Kab
v /Kv) associated to the completions Kv of K into a global Artin map.

As in the local case, this map will emanate from a group of units. However, instead of taking the units of

our number field K, we need to take the group of units of the much bigger ring of adèles

AK := ∏′

v∈MK

(Kv : OKv),

which consists of sequences (xv)v ∈ ∏v∈MK
Kv such that xv ∈ OKv for all but finitely many places v ∈ MK.

Pointwise addition and multiplication make AK into a ring, which admits also a canonical topology, whose
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basis of open sets is given by products of the form ∏v∈MK
Uv where each Uv ⊆ Kv is open, and Uv = OKv

for all but finitely many places v ∈ MK. Moreover, the diagonal map K ↪→ AK includes K as a discrete and

co-compact subgroup of AK. The unit group

A×K = ∏′

v∈MK

(K×v : O×Kv
),

goes under the name of idèle group, and is the domain of the global Artin map.

More precisely, there exists a unique surjective, continuous group homomorphism

[K, ·] : A×K ↠ Gal(Kab/K) (3)

such that for every place v ∈MK we have a commutative diagram

K×v Gal(Kab
v /Kv)

A×K Gal(Kab/K)

[Kv,·]

[K,·]

which relates the local and global Artin maps, and for every finite extension K ⊆ L we have a commutative

diagram

A×L Gal(Lab/L)

A×K Gal(Kab/K)

[L,·]

NL/K resL/K

[K,·]

where NL/K : A×L → A×K is the idelic norm map, defined as NL/K((xw)w∈ML) =
(

∏w|v NLw/Kv(xw)
)

v∈MK
.

In fact, one can define explicitly the global Artin map [K, ·] as a combination of the local Artin maps

[Kv, ·]. More precisely, for every finite abelian extension K ⊆ L and every idéle (xv)v ∈ A×K , the expression

∏v∈MK
[Kv, xv] makes sense as an element of Gal(L/K), because [Kv, xv] = 1 whenever v is unramified in

K ⊆ L and xv ∈ O×Kv
. Passing to the inverse limit along all possible finite abelian extensions K ⊆ L, we

obtain a map

A×K → Gal(Kab/K)

(xv)v 7→ ∏
v∈MK

[Kv, xv]

which can be seen to satisfy all the required conditions above, and therefore coincides with the global Artin

map [K, ·].

The global Artin map can also be used to obtain an explicit description of Gal(Kab/K). More precisely,

the kernel of the global Artin map can be described as the inverse image of the connected component of

the identity of the idelic class group A×K /K×. More explicitly, the kernel of the global Artin map is the

topological closure of the product K× · K+
∞, where K∞ := ∏v|∞ Kv denotes the product of the Archimedean

completions of K, and K+
∞ =

(
∏v∈MK,R

R>0

)
×
(

∏v∈MK,C
C×
)

denotes the connected component of the

identity of K×∞.

URL: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKIjZTit-r3euRziu0BJPMxdVTqELnAF/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKIjZTit-r3euRziu0BJPMxdVTqELnAF/view?usp=sharing


Riccardo Pengo GALOIS REPRESENTATIONS AND THEIR ENTANGLEMENT Page 17 of 44

Hilbert and ray class fields

The previous notions of global class field theory allow one to define a family of finite abelian extensions

of any number field K whose union equals the whole maximal abelian extension Kab. In particular, when

K = Q we will see in the next paragraph that these extensions coincide with the cyclotomic fields.

These fields will be associated to moduli, which are formal linear combinations µ = ∑v∈MK
µv[v] of the

places of K, with coefficients in the natural numbers N, such that µv = 0 for all but finitely many places.

More precisely, given any such formal linear combination, one can define a subgroup Uµ
K ⊆ A×K by setting

Uµ
K := ∏

v∈MK

Uµ
K(v)

where Uµ
K(v) := 1 + m

µv
Kv

if v ∈ M∞
K , while Uµ

K(v) := R>0 if Kv ∼= R and µv ̸= 0, whereas Uµ
K(v) := R×

if Kv ∼= R and µv = 0, and Uµ
K(v) := C× whenever Kv ∼= C. This allows us to define the ray class field Hµ

associated to µ by setting Hµ := (Kab)[K,Uµ
K ]. By definition, this is an abelian extension of K, whose Galois

group is given by

Gal(Hµ/K) ∼=
A×K

K× ·Uµ
K

,

as follows from the fact that K× ·Uµ
K contains the kernel of the Artin map [K, ·].

The reason why these fields are called ray class fields stems from the classical description of class field

theory. More precisely, to every modulus µ one can associate a ray of principal ideals

Pµ
K :=

{
αOK : α ∈

⋂
v∈MK

(Uµ
K(v) ∩OK)

}
,

whose name comes from the fact that if αOK ∈ P
µ
K then ιv(α) > 0 for every v ∈ M∞

K such that Kv ∼= R and

µv ̸= 0. Then, we can also define the group of ideals associated to µ by setting

Iµ
K :=

I ⊆ OK : I + ∏
v∈M∞

K

p
µv
K = OK

 ,

and we have an isomorphism Gal(Hµ/K) ∼= Iµ
K/Pµ

K.

As said before, ray class fields “exhaust” all the possible finite abelian extensions of a number field.

More precisely, the groups Uµ
K form a basis of open neighborhoods of the identity inside A×K . This means in

particular that given any finite abelian extension K ⊆ L ⊆ Kab, there exists a modulus µ such that L ⊆ Hµ.

The minimal such µ that is possible is usually called the conductor of the abelian extension K ⊆ L.

Finally, if we let 0 denote the modulus such that 0v = 0 for every v ∈ MK, the associated ray class field

goes under the name of Hilbert class field for the number field K, and is usually denoted by H. It is easy to see

that the only places v that ramify in a ray class field K ⊆ Hµ are those such that µv ̸= 0. Therefore, nothing

ramifies in the Hilbert class field, which is indeed the maximal abelian unramified extension of a number
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field K. Moreover, the above description of the Galois group of a ray class field in terms of ideals implies that

Gal(H/K) ∼= Pic(OK), which gives a way to realize the class group of a number field as the Galois group of

one of its extensions.

The Kronecker-Weber theorem

What happens to these general statements when we specialize them to K = Q? In this case, to every modulus

µ we can associate an integer nµ := ∏p pµp . Then, one can prove that Hµ = Q(ζnµ) if µ∞ ̸= 0, and that

Hµ = Q(ζnµ + ζ−1
nµ

) otherwise. This implies that every finite abelian extension of Q is contained inside a

cyclotomic extension, which is a theorem due to Kronecker and Weber.

5 An introduction to the Langlands program

In the previous lecture we have seen how one can explicitly describe the abelianization of the absolute Galois

group ΓF := Gal(F/F) of a finite, local or global field F in terms of other explicitly definable groups, such as

the units of F (in the case of local fields) or the units of the adèle ring associated to F (in the case of a global

field).

The absolute Galois group of a local field

A natural question is whether one can obtain a similar description of the whole Galois group ΓF. This is

possible when F is a local field. More precisely, if F is has positive characteristic, then ΓF is a semi-direct

product between the Galois group Gal(Ftame/F) of the maximal tamely ramified extension of F together

with a free group on infinitely many generators, as shown by Koch [21]. When F is a finite extension of Qp

we also know an explicit presentation of ΓF, thanks to work of Jannsen and Wingberg [18]. More precisely,

the Galois group ΓF has [F : Qp] + 3 generators. One of these, commonly denoted by σ, lifts the Frobenius

endomorphism which generates Gal(Funr/F) ∼= Gal(κ/κ), where κ is the residue field of F, and Funr denotes

the maximal unramified extension of F. Another generator, commonly denoted by τ, lifts the generator of

Gal(Ftame/Funr), where Ftame denotes the maximal tamely ramified extension of F. In particular, the two

elements σ and τ satisfy the “tame relation” στσ−1 = τ|κ|. The remaining generators x0, . . . , x[F : Qp] generate

the subgroup Gal(F/Ftame) which gives the wildly ramified extensions of F. To complete the presentation

of ΓF, one should impose that the normal subgroup generated by x0, . . . , x[F : Qp] is a pro-p group, and one

should add only one extra relation, which expresses σx0σ−1 in terms of the commutators between the differ-

ent elements x1, . . . , x[F : Qp].
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Langlands’s vision

Giving a similar presentation for the absolute Galois group ΓF when F is a global field seems, at the moment,

to be out of reach. However, there is another possible way to describe the group ΓF, by describing its

representations. As we explained in the first section, this is enough to determine ΓF up to isomorphism,

thanks to Tannaka and Krein’s reconstruction theorem. The Langlands program, which is the subject of this

lecture, aims at describing the continuous representations of ΓF in terms of automorphic representations, which

are of an analytic nature.

To be more precise, we will focus our attention on Galois representations ρ : ΓF → GLn(Qℓ), and we will

only briefly mention the case of other algebraic groups towards the end of this lecture. In the case of GLn,

the gargantuan program put forward by Langlands predicts that irreducible, n-dimensional Galois repre-

sentations should be in bijective correspondence with cuspidal, automorphic representations of GLn(AF).

Establishing such a correspondence would allow one to prove non-abelian analogues of the classical

reciprocity laws in number theory. More precisely, one of the consequences of class field theory is that, if we

want to describe the splitting behavior of prime ideals p ⊆ OF inside a finite abelian extension F ⊆ L, we just

need to look at the classes represented by the idèles associated to these prime ideals inside a suitable finite

quotient of the group of idèles A×F . When F = Q, this boils down to studying congruence classes of primes

modulo the smallest integer N such that L ⊆ Q(ζN), which is the conductor of the abelian extension Q ⊆ L.

As we mentioned, when the extension F ⊆ L is not abelian, one can still hope to obtain such reciprocity

laws, by studying representations of ΓF. For instance, one can take F = Q and L to be the splitting field

of the polynomial f (x) = x5 + 10x3 − 10x2 + 35x − 18, which gives rise to an icosahedral Galois group

Gal(L/Q) ∼= A5. Then, one can describe explicitly the splitting of primes in this extension by looking at a

corresponding modular form of weight one, as explained by Langlands in his very accessible survey paper

[25].

Automorphic forms and representations

What is such a cuspidal, automorphic representation? To define them, we need to recall that a function

ϕ : GLn(AF)→ C is smooth if there exists a compact and open subgroup K ⊆ GLn(A∞
F ) for which ϕ is right-

invariant, i.e. such that ϕ(gk) = ϕ(g) for each g ∈ GLn(AF), and such that for every g∞ ∈ GLn(A∞
F ) the

associated function GLn(F ⊗Q R) → C defined by g∞ 7→ ϕ(g∞, g∞) is smooth. Among smooth functions,

one singles out the class of automorphic forms, which are smooth functions ϕ : GLn(AF)→ C such that:

• ϕ(g0g) = ϕ(g) for every g ∈ GLn(AF) and g0 ∈ GLn(F);

• the complex vector space spanned by the functions GLn(AF) → C of the form g 7→ ϕ(gk), where k

varies among the elements of the group K∞ := ∏v∈MF,R
On(R)×∏v∈MF,C

Un(C), is finite dimensional;
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• the complex vector space spanned by the orbit of ϕ under the center of the universal enveloping algebra

of gC := ∏v∈MF,∞
Matn(Fv)⊗C is finite dimensional;

• there exist two constants c1, c2 > 0 such that |ϕ(g)| ≤ c1∥g∥c2 , where the norm ∥g∥ of an element

g = (gi,j)
n
i,j=1 ∈ GLn(AF) is defined to be

∥g∥ := ∏
v∈MF

max
(
|det(g)−1|v, max{|gi,j|v : i, j ∈ {1, . . . , n}}

)
.

These conditions may be a lot to digest, therefore it might be nice to look at some examples. First of all, let

us recall that the universal enveloping algebra U(g) of a complex Lie algebra g is the universal unitary and

associative algebra that admits a map ι : g→ U(g) such that ι([x, y]) = ι(x)ι(y)− ι(y)ι(x) for every x, y ∈ g.

More explicitly, if g is generated by X1, . . . , Xn, then U(g) is the associative algebra with unity generated by

elements x1, . . . , xn which satisfy the unique relations xixj − xjxi = ∑n
k=1 ck

i,jxk, where the constants ck
i,j are

the structure constants of g, defined by the equality [xi, xj] = ∑n
k=1 ck

i,jXk. For example, for n = 2, we see that

the complexified Lie algebra of GL2(R) is generated by the four elements

Z =

1 0

0 1

 H =

0 −i

i 0

 Y+ =

1 i

i −1

 Y− =

 1 −i

−i −1

 ,

which implies that the corresponding universal enveloping algebra has four generators z, h, y+, y−, subject

to the relations that correspond to the fact that [Z, H] = [Z, Y+] = [Z, Y−] = 0, and to the three relations

[H, Y+] = 2Y+ and [H, Y−] = −2Y− and [Y+, Y−] = 4H. Under these conditions, it is not difficult to show

that the center of this universal enveloping algebra is given by C[z, h2 − 2h + y+y−]. Furthermore, let us

recall that the action of the universal enveloping algebra on functions ϕ : GLn(AF) → C comes from the

usual action of the Lie algebra gC := ∏v∈MF,∞
Matn(Fv)⊗C on functions GLn(F⊗Q R)→ C, given by

(X ∗ ϕ)(g∞) =
d
dt
(ϕ(g∞ exp(t · X)))

∣∣∣∣
t=0

,

and is obtained by deriving the standard right action of GLn(F⊗Q R) on GLn(AF).

Automorphic forms and modular forms

Now, let us fix n = 2 and F = Q. Then, the theory of automorphic forms is intimately related to the theory

of modular forms. More precisely, recall that a modular form of weight k for a subgroup Γ ⊆ SL2(Z) is a

holomorphic function f : h → C defined on the complex upper half plane h := {z ∈ C : ℑ(z) > 0}, such

that f
(

az+b
cz+d

)
= (cz + d)k f (z) for every γ =

(
a b
c d

)
∈ Γ and z ∈ h, and such that for every γ ∈ SL2(Z)

the function z 7→ (cz + d)−k f
(

az+b
cz+d

)
stays bounded when ℑ(z) → ∞. It turns out that if Γ has finite index

inside SL2(Z), then Γ ⊇ Γ(N) for some N ≥ 1, where Γ(N) = ker(SL2(Z) ↠ SL2(Z/NZ)). This implies
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that Γ = K ∩ SL2(Z) for some compact open subgroup K ⊆ GL2(Ẑ). Now, let us suppose for simplicity

that the determinant map det : K → Ẑ× is surjective, which can be achieved for the classical congruence

subgroups Γ = Γ0(N) :=
{(

a b
c d

)
∈ SL2(Z) : c ≡ 0(N)

}
and Γ = Γ1(N) :=

{(
a b
c d

)
∈ Γ0(N) : a, d ≡ 1(N)

}
.

Then, the strong approximation lemma for SL2 guarantees that the map

GL2(R)+ × K → GL2(Q)\GL2(AQ)

(g, k) 7→ g · k

is a continuous surjection, where GL2(R)+ denotes the subgroup of those g ∈ GL2(R) such that deg(g) > 0.

If we take the quotient by the right action of K, the aforementioned map yields a homeomorphism

Γ\GL2(R)+
∼−→ GL2(Q)\

(
GL2(R)×GL2(A

∞
Q)/K

)
, (4)

which allows us to see a modular form as an automorphic form on the right hand side. More precisely, to

any modular form f : h→ C one can associate a smooth function f̃ : GL2(R)+ → C by setting

f̃
((

a b
c d

))
:= (ci + d)−k f

(
ai + b
ci + d

)
,

where i ∈ C is a chosen square root of−1. It is not difficult to see from the definition that this function f̃ will

be invariant under the left action of Γ on GL2(R)+. Therefore, f̃ induces a function

f̃ : GL2(Q)\
(
GL2(R)×GL2(A

∞
Q)/K

)
→ C,

thanks to the isomorphism (4). This function turns out to be an automorphic form in the sense that we

defined above. More specifically, the fact that f is holomorphic translates to the property that Y− f̃ = 0.

Moreover, f is a cusp form (which means that for every γ ∈ SL2(Z) the function (cz + d)−k f
(

az+b
cz+d

)
tends to

zero as ℑ(z)→ +∞) if and only if
∫

Q\AQ
f̃ (
(

1 x
0 1

)
· g)dx = 0 for every g ∈ GL2(AQ).

Automorphic representations

Now, what are automorphic forms good for? Well, they form a complex vector space A(GLn,F) which has

a natural action of GLn(A∞
F ), given by (g ∗ ϕ)(h) = ϕ(h · g). This action is smooth, meaning that every

ϕ ∈ A(GLn,F) is fixed by a compact open subgroup of GLn(A∞
F ). Moreover, the spaceA(GLn,F) admits also a

natural structure of (gC, K∞)-module. This means thatA(GLn,F) has an action of gC := ∏v∈MF,∞
Matn(Fv)⊗C,

as we described above, and also a canonical action of K∞ := ∏v∈MF,R
On(R) ×∏v∈MF,C

Un(C), with the

property that:

• A(GLn,F) is a direct sum of continuous, finite-dimensional representations of K∞;

• for every X ∈ gC and ϕ ∈ A(GLn,F) we have that X ∗ ϕ = d
dt (exp(tx) ∗ ϕ)

∣∣∣
t=0

;
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• for every X ∈ gC and k ∈ K∞, and every ϕ ∈ A(GLn,F) we have that

k ∗ (X ∗ (k−1 ∗ ϕ)) = Ad(k)(X) ∗ ϕ,

where Ad: GLn(F⊗Q R)→ Aut(g) denotes the adjoint representation, which in this case can be writ-

ten down explicitly as Ad(g)(X) := gXg−1 for every g ∈ GLn(F⊗Q R) and X ∈ g.

In fact, these properties of the space of automorphic forms A(GLn,F) are so important that they have

been used to define the notion of admissible representation. More precisely, an admissible representation of

GLn(AF) is a complex vector space V equipped with an action of GLn(A∞
F ) which is smooth, and with the

structure of a (gC, K∞)-module, such that the two actions commute and each irreducible, continuous, finite-

dimensional representation of K = K∞ × GLn(OF) occurs only finitely many times, up to isomorphism,

inside V. Moreover, an admissible representation is said to be automorphic if it is irreducible (i.e. it has

exactly two sub-representations) and is isomorphic to a sub-quotient of A(GLn,F).

Finally, one can introduce the notion of cuspidal automorphic representation, which are those automor-

phic representations that are isomorphic to a sub-quotient of the space of cuspforms A0(GLn,F) ⊆ A(GLn,F).

These are those automorphic forms ϕ ∈ A(GLn,F) such that for every standard parabolic subgroup P ⊆ GLn

and every g ∈ GLn(AF) we have that ∫
N(AF)

f (g · x)dx = 0,

where P = M · N denotes the Levi decomposition of P. More precisely, let us recall that the standard parabolic

subgroups P of GLn are those of the form

P =


An1 ∗ ∗ ∗

An2 ∗ ∗
. . . ∗

Anr


where (n1, . . . , nr) is a partition of n, and Anj ∈ GLnj for every j ∈ {1, . . . , r}. In this situation, the decompo-

sition P = M · N is given by taking M = GLn1 × · · · ×GLnr , embedded diagonally, and

N =


Idn1 ∗ ∗ ∗

Idn2 ∗ ∗
. . . ∗

Idnr

 .

The global Langlands conjectures for the general linear groups

We are almost able to describe what the global Langlands conjectures for GLn predict. To do so, we need the

notion of algebraic automorphic representation, which is an automorphic representation such that the action
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of the center of the universal enveloping algebra U(gC) of gC is “integral”. More precisely, a theorem of

Harish-Chandra shows that this center is isomorphic to the ring of symmetric polynomials C[X1, . . . , Xn]Sn .

Therefore, to every automorphic representation π one can associate an n-tuple of complex numbers, which

correspond to the images of the elementary symmetric polynomials under the central character associated

to the action of U(gC). Then, one says that π is algebraic if these complex numbers are all integers.

Finally, let us come to the global Langlands conjecture, which predicts that, having fixed a number field

F, a prime number ℓ and an isomorphism ι : C
∼−→ Qℓ, one should be able to associate to any algebraic

cuspidal automorphic representation π of GLn(AF) a semi-simple Galois representation ρπ : ΓF → GLn(Qℓ)

such that for every place v ∈ MF with the property that ρπ is unramified at v, and such that v ∤ ℓOF,

the matrix ρπ(Frobv) ∈ GLn(Qℓ) should belong to the conjugacy class ι(ϕπv), where πv denotes the v-th

component of π, which is a representation of GLn(Fv), and ϕπv denotes the Satake parameter of πv. This is

a conjugacy class in GLn(C), that comes from the Satake isomorphism, which describes the Hecke algebra

H(GLn(Fv), GLn(OFv)) as the algebra of symmetric Laurent polynomials.

The aforementioned conditions, which deal with all but finitely many places of F, in fact determine the

Galois representation ρπ, thanks to Chebotarev’s density theorem, and the automorphic representation π, by

the so-called strong multiplicity one theorem, which says that a cuspidal automorphic representation π is

determined by the class of its local restrictions {πv : v ∈MF \ S}, where S denotes any finite set of places. In

particular, the aforementioned conditions imply that one should have an equality L(π, s) = L(ρπ, s) between

the L-functions associated to the automorphic representation π and the Galois representation ρπ. It is this

equality of L-functions that can be seen a non-abelian analogue of the so-called Artin reciprocity law, which

lies at the core of class field theory. In particular, since spaces of automorphic representations are often

finite dimensional, the Langlands program can be seen as an attempt to give an explicit description of the

sequences of rational primes that have a given splitting behavior in a given number field F.

Known results

To conclude this very brief introduction to the Langlands program, let us mention several known partial

results. First of all, there is a local version of the Langlands program, which relates representations of the

absolute Galois group ΓK of a local field K to automorphic representations of GLn(K). This conjecture has

been proven by Laumon, Rapoport and Stuhler [26] when K has positive characteristic, and by Harris and

Taylor [14] for local fields of characteristic zero. Alternative proofs were later found by Henniart [16] and by

Scholze [37]. Moreover, both in the local and in the global cases, the Langlands conjectures can be formulated

for more general reductive algebraic groups. In this context, one can predict a certain kind of functoriality of

the Langlands correspondence, which is in fact a crucial part of Langlands’s conjectures.

Finally, when π = f̃ is the cuspidal automorphic form of GL2 associated to a cuspidal modular form
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f of weight k = 2 and level Γ0(N), which is an eigenform for the Hecke operators, the representation ρπ

corresponds to the Galois representation attached to the rationalized Tate module Vℓ(E) := (lim←−n
E[ℓn])⊗Zℓ

Qℓ associated to the elliptic curve E obtained as a quotient of the Jacobian J(Γ0(N)) of the modular curve

X(Γ0(N)) associated to the modular group Γ0(N) by the idempotent of the Hecke algebra

H = Q[{Tp : p rational prime}] ⊆ End(J(Γ0(N)))⊗Q

corresponding to the eigenform f . The deep modularity theorem, proved by combining the work of Breuil,

Conrad, Diamond, Taylor [4] and Wiles [43] asserts that in this case the image of the association π 7→ ρπ

contains all the Galois representations associated to elliptic curves defined over Q. In general, the Fontaine-

Mazur conjecture [13] predicts that all the Galois representations of geometric origin should lie in the image

of the Langlands correspondence.

6 Elliptic curves and their Galois representations

The aim of the second part of this course, which starts with the present lecture, is to concentrate our attention

on the Galois representations associated to elliptic curves. More precisely, let F be a number field, and let

E denote an elliptic curve defined over F. Then, for every integer N ≥ 1, one can consider the group

E[N] := E(F)[N] of those points P ∈ E(F) defined over the algebraic closure F of F which are annihilated by

the multiplication-by-N map [N] : E(F) → E(F). It turns out that E[N] is a finite abelian group, isomorphic

to (Z/NZ)2, as follows from the fact that the isogeny [N] : E → E is a finite separable map of degree N2,

which necessarily implies that #E[M] = M2 for every M ≥ 1, and leaves (Z/NZ)2 as the only possibility

for the group E[N].

Therefore, the action of ΓF on E[N] yields a family of Galois representations

ρE,N : ΓF → AutZ(E[N]) ∼= GL2(Z/NZ)

parametrized by the integers N ≥ 1. These Galois representations can be assembled together in two dif-

ferent ways. First of all, one can fix a prime ℓ and consider the torsion subgroups E[ℓn], for n ≥ 0.

These finite groups are related by natural inclusion maps E[ℓn] ↪→ E[ℓn+1] and by multiplication-by-ℓ maps

[ℓ] : E[ℓn+1]→ E[ℓn]. These two families of maps yield two different Galois representations

ρE,ℓ∞ : ΓF → AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) and ρ̃E,ℓ∞ : ΓF → AutZℓ
(Tℓ(E))

where E[ℓ∞] := lim−→n
E[ℓn] denotes the set of all those points P ∈ E(F) which are annihilated by a power of

ℓ, while Tℓ(E) := lim←−n
E[ℓn] denotes the ℓ-adic Tate module of E. Despite the fact that these two groups may

look rather different, we have a canonical identification

Tℓ(E)⊗Zℓ
Qℓ

Tℓ(E)
=

+∞⋃
n=1

ℓ−nTℓ(E)
Tℓ(E)

=
+∞⋃
n=1

E[ℓn] = E[ℓ∞],
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which provides a canonical isomorphism AutZℓ
(Tℓ(E)) ∼−→ AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) that identifies ρE,ℓ∞ with ρ̃E,ℓ∞ .

Therefore, in these notes, we will mostly concentrate on the Galois representations ρE,N and ρE,ℓ∞ . More-

over, all these representations can be put together inside one adelic Galois representation

ρE : ΓF → AutZ(Etors) ∼= lim←−
N

AutZ(E[N])

where Etors := E(F)tors denotes the group of all torsion points of E defined over F. In particular,

AutZ(Etors) ∼= ∏
ℓ

AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) = ∏
ℓ

GL2(Zℓ) ∼= GL2(Ẑ),

and under this isomorphism the adelic Galois representation ρE decomposes as the product of the ℓ-adic

Galois representations ρE,ℓ∞ .

Serre’s open image theorem

These Galois representations are arguably the simplest examples of Galois representations which land in a

non-abelian group. In fact, one knows that their image is actually non-abelian, unless the elliptic curve E

has complex multiplication. More precisely, recall that given an elliptic curve E defined over a number field F

there are only two possibilities for the endomorphism ring EndF(E). More precisely, either EndF(E) ∼= Z or

EndF(E) ∼= O where O is an order inside an imaginary quadratic field K. In this second case, each element

in the image ρE(ΓF) of the Galois representation associated to E commutes with the action of O induced on

Etors. Therefore, we get a Galois representation

ρE : ΓF → G(E/F) := AutO(Etors),

and one can show that AutO(Etors) ∼= Ô× is an abelian group. This follows from the fact that for every N ≥ 1

we have an isomorphism AutO(E[N]) ∼= (O/NO)×, because the group of N-torsion points E[N] is a free

O/NO-module of rank one. It can also happen that EndF(E) ∼= Z but EndF(E) ∼= O. In this case, it turns

out that EndFK(E) ∼= O, which implies that ρE(ΓF) is contained in the subgroup G(E/F) ⊆ AutZ(Etors)

generated by AutO(Etors) and by ρE(σ), where σ ∈ ΓF is any lift of the generator of Gal(FK/F) ∼= Z/2Z. In

both cases, as we will see in one of the following lectures, classical results of Kronecker and Deuring imply

that ρE(ΓF) is open inside G(E/F).

A similar result, with a much more difficult proof, holds true when EndF(E) ∼= Z. More precisely, in

this case ρE(ΓF) is open inside G(E/F) := AutZ(Etors) ∼= GL2(Ẑ). This theorem is due to Serre, and its

proof is divided into the book [40] (originally published in 1968) and the seminal paper [38]. We will devote

the rest of this lecture to give a sketch of the proof of this theorem, and also a brief survey of subsequent

developments.
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The local open image theorem

First of all, showing that ρE(ΓF) is open inside AutZ(Etors) is equivalent to showing that for every prime ℓ

the ℓ-adic image ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) is open inside AutZ(E[ℓ∞]), and that in fact ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) = AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) for every ℓ

sufficiently large. The first result is proven in [40, Chapter IV, Section 2.2]. To do so, Serre shows first of all

that for every prime ℓ the rationalized Tate module Vℓ(E) := Tℓ(E)⊗Zℓ
Qℓ is an irreducible Qℓ[ΓF]-module.

Indeed, if by contradiction this was not the case then there would exist a one dimensional Qℓ-subspace

W ⊆ Vℓ(E) stable under the action of ΓF, which would yield a submodule M := W ∩ Tℓ(E) of Tℓ(E) with

the property that both M and Tℓ(E)/M are free Zℓ-modules of rank one. Taking the image Mn of M inside

E[ℓn] = Tℓ(E)/ℓn yields a finite cyclic subgroup of E(F) of order ℓn, to which corresponds a cyclic isogeny

E ↠ E/Mn of order ℓn. It is easy to see, using the fact that EndF(E) ∼= Z, that all the curves E/Mn will not

be isomorphic, which yields a contradiction thanks to Shafarevich’s theorem, which asserts that the isogeny

class of an elliptic curve defined over a number field is finite. This irreducibility result implies that Vℓ(E) is

also irreducible as a module over the Lie algebra gℓ := Lie(ρ̃E,ℓ∞(ΓF)) ⊆ End(Vℓ(E)). By Schur’s lemma,

the center Z(gℓ) of gℓ must be a field, of degree [Z(gℓ) : Qℓ] ≤ 2 because dimQℓ
(Vℓ(E)) = 2. In the first case,

we have either that gℓ = End(Vℓ(E)), or that gℓ = sl(Vℓ(E)) consists of those endomorphisms having trace

zero. However, this second case would imply that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) ⊆ SL2(Zℓ), which would contradict the fact

that det(ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF)) ⊆ Z×ℓ has finite index, as follows from the compatibility between the Weil pairing and

the action of ΓF. Moreover, one can also exclude the eventuality that Z(gℓ) is a quadratic extension of Qℓ,

because in this case one would have (up to replacing F by a finite extension, which does not affect gℓ) that

ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) is abelian. One can exclude this by looking at the local theory of the representation Vℓ(E), which

(using several results of Tate) implies that such a Galois representation could not possibly be irreducible, as

we have shown before. Therefore, the only possibility is that gℓ = End(Vℓ(E)), which implies that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF)

is open inside AutZ(E[ℓ∞]).

The global open image theorem

Now, let us briefly mention how one proves that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) = AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) for all but finitely many primes

ℓ. First of all, this is equivalent to the fact that ρE,ℓ(ΓF) = AutZ(E[ℓ]) for all but finitely many primes

ℓ, as follows from some group-theoretic arguments. Now, the image Gℓ(E) := ρE,ℓ(ΓF) is a subgroup of

AutZ(E[ℓ]) ∼= GL2(Fℓ), where Fℓ := Z/ℓZ, which has the property that det(Gℓ(E)) = F×ℓ , at least for every

ℓ such that F ∩Q(ζℓ) = Q. Therefore, for these primes ℓ, which are all but finitely many primes, the group

Gℓ(E) is either:

• contained in a Borel subgroup, which has the form ( ∗ ∗0 ∗ ) after a suitable choice of basis;

• contained in the normalizer of a Cartan subgroup, which is either a split Cartan subgroup, which has the
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form
( ∗ 0

0 ∗
)

after a suitable choice of basis, or is a non-split Cartan subgroup, given by the units κ∗ of

some sub-field κ ⊆ End(E[ℓ]) with ℓ2 elements;

• contained in an exceptional group, which maps to A4, S4 or A5 inside PGL2(Z/ℓZ);

• equal to EndZ(E[ℓ]).

Now, we would like to exclude the eventuality that the first three cases occur for infinitely many primes

ℓ. To do so, we can first of all enlarge F, and therefore assume that E has semi-stable reduction (i.e. either

good or split multiplicative reduction) at every prime ofOF, that F has no real embeddings and that Q ⊆ F is

a Galois extension. Moreover, we can take a prime ℓ such that E has good reduction at ℓ, and ℓ is unramified

in Q ⊆ F, because this excludes only a finite number of primes.

Under the above assumptions, we exclude first of all the eventuality that Gℓ(E) is contained in an excep-

tional subgroup. This can be done by looking at the image Il(E) := ρE,ℓ(Il) ⊆ Gℓ(E) of the inertia subgroup

Il ⊆ ΓF relative to a prime l ⊆ OF lying above ℓ. More precisely, the image Il(E) of Il(E) inside the projective

general linear group PGL2(Fℓ) turns out to have always cardinality #Il(E) ≥ ℓ− 1, which clearly implies that

Gℓ(E) can be contained inside an exceptional subgroup only if ℓ ≤ 61. To show the aforementioned claim

about the cardinality of Il(E), one should consider the two possibilities for the reduction Ẽ of E modulo l. If

Ẽ is ordinary, we have that E[ℓ] ↠ Ẽ[ℓ], which implies that Iℓ(E) contains all the elements of the form
(

a b
0 1

)
,

where a ∈ F×ℓ and b ∈ Fℓ. In the supersingular case, the group of ℓ-torsion points E[ℓ] identifies with the

group of ℓ-torsion points of the formal group law Ê attached to E. By the theory of formal groups, the reduc-

tion of Ê modulo l has height two, which implies that Il(E) is a non-split Cartan subgroup of AutZ(E[ℓ]),

which has therefore cardinality ℓ2 − 1.

Now, we need to exclude that Gℓ(E) is contained in a Borel subgroup or in the normalizer of a Cartan

subgroup for infinitely many primes ℓ. First of all, one can show that there exists an extension F ⊆ F′ with

[F′ : F] ≤ 2, such that ρE,ℓ(Gal(F/F′)) is contained in a Borel or in a Cartan subgroup for infinitely many

primes ℓ. Indeed, the only other eventuality that could occur is that Gℓ(E) is contained in the normalizer

of a Cartan subgroup, but not in the Cartan subgroup itself, for infinitely many primes ℓ. However, Cartan

subgroups have index two inside their normalizers, which implies that for every such prime ℓ we indeed

get an extension F ⊆ F′ℓ such that [F′ℓ : F] ≤ 2 and ρE,ℓ(Gal(F/F′ℓ)) is contained in a Cartan subgroup. To

conclude, we need to show that infinitely many of these extensions F′ℓ coincide, and to do so it suffices to

show that the extension F ⊆ F′ℓ is unramified everywhere. Indeed, if p ⊆ OF is a prime ideal lying over

ℓ, then E has good reduction at p. Therefore, we know that Ip(E) is either of the form ( ∗ ∗0 1 ) (when the

reduction of E modulo p is ordinary), or that we have #Ip(E) = ℓ2 − 1 (when the reduction of E modulo

p is supersingular). In both cases, these facts combined with the assumption that Ip(E) is contained in the

normalizer of a Cartan subgroup, implies that Ip(E) is in fact contained in the Cartan subgroup itself, and
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therefore that p is unramified in F ⊆ F′ℓ. When p ∤ ℓ, the Néron-Ogg-Shafarevich criterion implies that F ⊆ F′ℓ
can be ramified at p only when E has split multiplicative reduction at p. However, in this case we can use

Tate’s uniformization for the base change EFp , which yields a short exact sequence

0→ µℓ(Qp)→ E[ℓ]→ qZ/qℓZ → 0,

where q = |OF/p|. Since this is a sequence of Galois modules, we see once again that Ip(E) = ( ∗ ∗0 1 ), which

allows us to conclude as before that Ip(E) is contained in the Cartan subgroup, and therefore that F ⊆ F′ℓ is

unramified at p. Therefore, in what follows we can replace F with the extension F′ that we just constructed.

To conclude, we need to show that there cannot exist infinitely many primes ℓ such that Gℓ(E) is con-

tained in a Borel or in a Cartan subgroup. First of all, one can also show, by looking at the semi-simplification

of ρE,ℓ, that if Gℓ(E) is contained in a non-split Cartan subgroup for infinitely many primes ℓ, then in fact

one can assume that there are infinitely many primes ℓ for which Gℓ(E) is contained inside a split Cartan

subgroup. Since a split Cartan subgroup is always contained in a Borel subgroup, we can assume that there

exist infinitely many primes ℓ such that Gℓ(E) is contained in a Borel subgroup. Once again, this yields in-

finitely many ℓ-isogenies E ↠ Eℓ. Since the isogeny class of any given elliptic curve defined over F is finite,

we have that Eℓ
∼= Eℓ′ for some ℓ ̸= ℓ′, which yields an endomorphism E → Eℓ

∼= Eℓ′ → E of degree ℓℓ′.

However, this is absurd, because the degree of every endomorphism of an elliptic curve without complex

multiplication is a square.

Subsequent developments

The aforementioned theorem of Serre prompts naturally several questions. First of all, the openness of the

image ρE(ΓF) implies that the index I(E/F) := [AutZ(Etors) : ρE(ΓF)] is finite. How big can it be? In fact, a

celebrated question asked by Serre in [38], which became known as Serre’s uniformity conjecture, implies that

I(E/F) should be bounded solely in terms of the number field F, or even in terms of its degree [F : Q]. In

particular, Zywina [44] has recently given an explicit finite set of natural numbers which should give all the

possible indices I(E/Q) for elliptic curves defined over Q. Moreover, the aforementioned conjecture about

the boundedness of I(E/F) implies in particular that for every number field F there should exist a finite list

of rational primes SF such that for ℓ ̸∈ SF we have that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) = AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) for every elliptic curve E

defined over F such that EndF(E) ∼= Z. In particular, one should have SQ = {2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 37}.

This uniformity conjecture is probably out of the current technology, because the only current approaches

which are available to study it require a deep understanding of rational points on modular curves. Via

such an understanding, one can in particular prove that for every prime ℓ > 37 and every elliptic curve

E defined over Q, the image Gℓ(E) is not contained in any group which is not the normalizer of a non-

split Cartan subgroup. Doing so, however, requires some deep understanding of rational points on curves,
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exemplified by the works of Bilu and Parent [2] and Balakrishnan, Dogra, Müller, Tuitman and Vonk [1].

However, some completely different techniques allowed Conjocaru and Hall [9] to prove an analogue of

Serre’s uniformity conjecture over function fields of positive characteristic, and Cojocaru [10] to provide

an explicit lower bound, in terms of the conductor NE ∈ N of the elliptic curve E, for the smallest prime

ℓ0(E) such that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) = AutZ(E[ℓ∞]) for every ℓ ≥ ℓ0(E). More precisely, under the assumption of the

existence of a modular parametrization of E which has small degree, she proves that

ℓ0(E) ≤ a · (log(NE))
γ,

where γ is a constant introduced in earlier work of Masser and Wüstholz [30]. Finally, Lombardo [28] has

shown that

I(E/F) ≤ exp(1.9 · 1010) · ([F : Q] ·max{1, h(E), log[K : Q]})12395

for every elliptic curve E defined over a number field F, such that EndF(E) ∼= Z. Here h(E) ∈ R denotes the

stable Faltings height of E, which is defined by the formula

[F′ : Q]h(E) =
1

12

log|NF′/Q(∆E/F′)| − ∑
v∈MF′ ,∞

[F′v : R] · log(|∆(τv)|(Im(τv))
6)


where F′ ⊇ F denotes any field over which E attains semi-stable reduction, and for every infinite place

v ∈MF′,∞ the number τv ∈ h is the unique one such that EF′v(C) ∼= C/(Z⊕Zτv).

7 Complex multiplication and explicit class field theory

As we have seen in the previous lecture, the image of the Galois representation attached to an elliptic curve

without complex multiplication tends to be quite big. However, when we have an elliptic curve E defined

over a number field F such that EndF(E) ∼= O for some order O inside an imaginary quadratic field K, the

image of the Galois representation ρE : ΓF → AutZ(Etors) is contained in the closed, non-open subgroup

G(E/F) :=

AutO(Etors), if K ⊆ F

⟨AutO(Etors), ρE(σ)⟩, if K ̸⊆ F,

where σ ∈ ΓF is any lift of the generator of the Galois group Gal(FK/F). In particular, this closed subgroup

G(E/F) ⊆ AutZ(Etors) is quite small.

Nevertheless, one can show that the image ρE(ΓF) of the Galois representation attached to E is open

inside G(E/F). To do so, one can first of all assume without loss of generality that K ⊆ F. Then, this theorem

follows from the main results in the theory of complex multiplication, which we would like to recall in this

lecture.
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Hilbert’s twelfth problem

The classical theory of complex multiplication is intimately related to the problem of finding an explicit

description of the abelian extensions of a given number field K. When K = Q, this can be achieved by

the classical theorem of Kronecker and Weber, which asserts that every abelian extension of Q is contained

inside a cyclotomic field. In modern terms, this follows from the fact that the ray class fields of Q are given

by cyclotomic fields or by their maximal real sub-fields.

In general, one can ask how to obtain explicit polynomials, or generators, for the ray class fields of a

number field K. This was the twelfth problem in the celebrated list presented by Hilbert at the International

Congress of Mathematicians held in Paris in 1900 [17]. Despite several efforts to attack this problem, it

remains unsolved to this day. However, this problem has been completely solved for imaginary quadratic

fields, thanks to the theory of complex multiplication, even if the history of this solution has been quite

tortuous [35]. Moreover, in recent years Hilbert’s twelfth problem has been related by Borger and de Smit to

the arithmetic significance of certain dynamical systems [3], and it has been essentially solved for totally real

number fields by Dasgupta and Kakde [12], albeit their solution involves the use of infinitely many p-adic

analytic functions to describe the maximal abelian extension of a totally real number field.

Ray class fields for orders

The main result that we are going to explain in this lecture shows that the ray class fields of an imaginary

quadratic field K can be generated by the j-invariants and the x-coordinates of torsion points of an elliptic

curve E with complex multiplication by the ring of integers OK. This will imply immediately that the image

of the Galois representation ρE is open inside G(E/F).

In fact, a similar statement holds true when one considers elliptic curves E which have complex multi-

plication by an arbitrary order O ⊆ OK. To formulate it, we need to introduce the notion of ray class fields

relative to an order, which is due to Söhngen [41]. A more recent exposition is given in Schertz’s book [36],

and in our work [5, § 4] (see also [33, Chapter 6]).

Let K be a general number field, and O ⊆ K be an order. Then, for every rational prime p, we can

consider the completion Op := O ⊗Z Zp, which embeds into the ring of adèles

AK = AQ ⊗Q K = ∏
p
(Kp : OKp),

where Kp := ∏p|p Kp = Qp ⊗Q K and OKp := ∏p|pOKp . Analogously, we have the decomposition

A×K := ∏
p
(K×p : O×Kp

) (5)

for the group of idèles A×K . Now, given an ideal I ⊆ O, one can define the ray class field of O associated to I
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as HI,O := (Kab)[K,UI,O ], where [K, ·] : A×K → Γab
K := Gal(Kab/K) denotes the global Artin map, and

UI,O :=
{

s ∈ A×K : sp ∈ (O×p ∩ (1 + IOp)), ∀p
}

,

where sp ∈ K×p denotes the p-th component of an idèle s ∈ A×K under the decomposition (5). If I = O, we

get the group UO := ∏pO×p , which corresponds to the so-called ring class field HO, which has the property

that Gal(HO/K) ∼= Cl(O). In general, the Galois group Gal(HI,O/K) can be described in terms of ideals of

O modulo principal ideals, as in the classical case. In particular, we have that HO ⊆ HI,O for every ideal

I ⊆ O, and Gal(HI,O/HO) ∼= (O/I)×/πI(O×), where πI : O ↠ O/I denotes the canonical projection map.

Finally, it is not difficult to show that for every order O we have that
⋂

I UI,O = {1}, which implies that⋃
I HI,O = Kab.

The explicit class field theory of imaginary quadratic fields

Now, let K be an imaginary quadratic field, and O ⊆ OK be an order. In this case, the ray class fields HI,O

can be described explicitly in terms of the torsion points of an elliptic curve E with complex multiplication

by O.

More precisely, let E be any such elliptic curve, defined over the complex numbers. For instance, one

can take E(C) = C/ι(O), where ι : K ↪→ C denotes any of the two possible complex embeddings. Such an

elliptic curve will have a short Weierstrass model E : {y2 = x3 + Ax + B} ⊆ A2 and an associated j-invariant

j(E) := − 28(3A)3

4A3 + 27B2 ,

which in fact does not depend on the particular Weierstrass equation that we have chosen. Moreover, we

can associate to E the so-called Weber function hE : E ↠ E/Aut(E) = E/O× ∼= P1. If we fix a projective short

Weierstrass model E : {y2z = x3 + Axz2 + Bz3} ⊆ P2, this function is simply given by

hE(x : y : z) =


(x : z), if AB ̸= 0,

(x2 : z2), if B = 0,

(x3 : z3), if A = 0.

Now, suppose that I ⊆ O is invertible with respect to the tensor product of ideals. In other words, this

means that I · (O : I) = O where (O : I) := {α ∈ K : αI ⊆ O}. Then, we have that

HI,O = K(j(E), hE(E[I] \ {0})), (6)

where E[I] :=
⋂

α∈I ker([α] : E(C)→ E(C)). In particular, we have that HO = K(j(E)).

Let us note that one cannot generate the entire maximal abelian extension Kab by means of only one

transcendental function. This is in contrast with what happens when K = Q. More precisely, in that case
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the values of the transcendental function τ 7→ e2πiτ at rational numbers suffice to generate the whole Qab.

Similarly, one could expect that there exists a single transcendental function fK : C→ C such that the values

fK(τ) for τ ∈ ι(K) would suffice to generate Kab. In particular, it was expected that one could take fK = j for

every imaginary quadratic field K. In other words, one could ask whether Kj := K({j(E) : E ∈ EK}) equals

Kab, where EK denotes the set of elliptic curves E (defined say over the complex numbers) with the property

that EndC(E) ∼= O for some order O ⊆ OK. Thanks to (6), we know that Kj equals the union of all the ring

class fields HO, where O varies among the orders of OK. Using this, one can show that Gal(Kab/KjQ
ab)

is an infinite Galois group of exponent two. Therefore, adding the values of the Weber functions is really

necessary. Moreover, it turns out that using a finite number of modular functions f : h → C (of any level)

will also not be sufficient to obtain the full maximal abelian extension Kab, as was proven by Söhngen in [41].

Some ideas about the proof

How does one prove that (6) holds? First of all, one proves that HO = K(j(E)). To do so, one uses the fact

that the natural multiplication between ideals I ⊆ O and lattices Λ ⊆ K induces a simply transitive action

of the class group Cl(O) on the set of isomorphism classes of elliptic curves E defined over the complex

numbers which have the property that EndC(E) ∼= O. In particular, there are only finitely many of these

isomorphism classes, which are therefore defined over the algebraic numbers, and admit an action of ΓK.

It turns out that the natural quotient map ΓK ↠ Gal(HO/K) ∼= Cl(O) is compatible with the action of ΓK

and Cl(O) on the set of isomorphism classes of elliptic curves with complex multiplication by O. Therefore,

we get a similar compatibility between the actions of ΓK and Cl(O) on the set of j-invariants j(E) of elliptic

curves with complex multiplication by O, which finally implies that HO = K(j(E)).

Then, it remains to show that HI,O = HO(hE(E[I])) for every invertible ideal I ⊆ O. A proof of this result

which uses the standard language of class field theory is essentially available in Söhngen’s thesis [41] (see

also [36, Theorem 6.2.3]). We have also given a proof which uses the idelic language of class field theory in

[5, Theorem 4.7].

The main theorem of complex multiplication

The key fact which is used in all the proofs is the so-called main theorem of complex multiplication. This asserts

that, given a number field F ⊇ K and an elliptic curve E defined over F such that EndF(E) ∼= O, if we fix an

embedding F ⊆ C then there exists a unique continuous group homomorphism µE : A×F → K× such that for

URL: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKIjZTit-r3euRziu0BJPMxdVTqELnAF/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wKIjZTit-r3euRziu0BJPMxdVTqELnAF/view?usp=sharing


Riccardo Pengo GALOIS REPRESENTATIONS AND THEIR ENTANGLEMENT Page 33 of 44

every s ∈ A×F and every complex uniformization ξ : C ↠ E(C), the following diagram commutes

K/ ker(ξ) K/ ker(ξ)

Etors Etors

(µ(s)NF/K(s−1))·

ξ ξ

ρE([F,s])

. (7)

Here, the map (µ(s) ·NF/K(s−1)) : K/ ker(ξ)→ K/ ker(ξ) is defined as follows. First of all, one should recall

that any idèle s ∈ A×K acts on the set of lattices Λ ⊆ K, which are the free additive subgroups of rank [K : Q],

by setting s ·Λ to be the unique lattice of K such that (s ·Λ)⊗Z Zp = sp · (Λ⊗Z Zp) for every rational prime

p. Moreover, we also have a multiplication map K/Λ s·−→ K/(s ·Λ), defined by the following diagram

K/Λ K/(s ·Λ)

⊕
p Kp/(Λp)

⊕
p Kp/(spΛp)

s·

∼ ∼
where the map on the bottom is defined as (xp)p 7→ (spxp)p, and Λp := Λ⊗Z Zp.

Going back to the diagram (7), we see in particular that the action of µ(s)NF/K(s−1) stabilizes ker(ξ),

which is an invertible fractional ideal of O. Therefore, µ(s)NF/K(s−1) stabilizes O as well, which in turn

implies that (µ(s)NF/K(s−1))∞ ∈ Ô×, where, as before, we denote by s∞ = (sv)v∈M∞
K

the finite part of

an idèle. Combining this observation with the diagram (7), we see that the map θE(s) := (µ(s)NF/K(s−1))∞

yields a continuous group homomorphism θE : A×F → Ô× which fits in the following commutative diagram:

A×F Ô×

Gal(F(Etors)/F) AutO(Etors)

θE

resFab/F(Etors)
◦[F,·] ∼

ρE

, (8)

where F(Etors) ⊆ Fab denotes the field obtained by adjoining to F all the coordinates of the torsion points

of E. This diagram allows us to see that the Galois representation ρE is in fact compatible with the Artin

map [K, ·]. More precisely, let ψE : AutO(Etors) ↠ Gal(Kab/HO) denote the composition of the isomorphism

AutO(Etors) ∼= Ô× with the map aO : Ô× ↠ Gal(Kab/HO) given by aO(s) := [K, s−1]. This map ψE fits into

the square

Gal(F(Etors)/F) AutO(Etors)

Gal(Kab/F ∩ Kab) Gal(Kab/HO)

ρE

ψE

ι

(9)

where the map on the left is defined as Gal(F(Etors)/F) ↠ Gal(FKab/F) ∼−→ Gal(Kab/F ∩ Kab), while the

map on the bottom is the natural inclusion induced by the fact that HO = K(j(E)) ⊆ F ∩ Kab, because E is

defined over F. One can easily see that (9) is commutative, because when we glue the diagram (8), whose
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vertical maps are surjective, on top of (9) we obtain the diagram

A×F Ô×

Gal(Kab/F ∩ Kab) Gal(Kab/HO)

θE

resFab/Kab◦[F,·] aO

ι

which commutes because aO(θE(s)) = [K, ((µE(s)NF/K(s−1))∞)−1] = [K, NF/K(s)] = ι(resFab/Kab([F, s]))

for every idèle s ∈ A×F , as follows from the fact that K× · K×∞ ⊆ ker([K, ·]) and from the functoriality of

class field theory. Therefore, dividing AutO(Etors) ∼= Ô× by the subgroup UI,O, we see easily from (9) that

HI,O = HO(hE(E[I])), because the map ψE fits into the exact sequence

1→ AutF(E)→ AutO(Etors)
ψE−→ Gal(Kab/HO)→ 1, (10)

as follows from the fact that ker([K, ·]) ∩ Ô× = K× ∩ Ô× = O×.

A formula for the index of the image of Galois representations

To conclude this lecture, let us show how one can apply the considerations above to prove an explicit formula

for the index I(E/F) := [G(E/F) : ρE(ΓF)] of the image of the Galois representation ρE attached to an elliptic

curve E which has complex multiplication by an imaginary quadratic orderO and is defined over a number

field F. To do so, one can observe first of all that I(E/F) = I(E/FK), which allows us to assume that K ⊆ F,

which implies that G(E/F) = AutO(Etors). Then, one can combine the exact sequence (10) with the diagram

(9) to obtain the following diagram

1 Gal(F(Etors)/FKab) Gal(F(Etors)/F) Gal(Kab/F ∩ Kab) 1

1 AutF(E) AutO(Etors) Gal(Kab/HO) 1

ι′ ρE (9) ι

ψE

whose rows are exact. Therefore, we see by the snake lemma that

I(E/F) = |coker(ρE)| = |coker(ι)| · |coker(ι′)| = [F ∩ Kab : HO] ·
|O×|

[F(Etors) : FKab]
, (11)

which gives us a completely explicit formula for the index of the Galois representation attached to E, that

was proven in [6, Theorem 1.1]. This formula can in fact be rewritten as

I(E/F) =
#O× · [L ∩ Kab : K]

#Cl(O) · [L : F]
,

where F ⊆ L is any finite extension such that F(Etors) = LKab. For instance, one can take L = F(E[N])

for any N > 3. This allows one to compute explicitly the index I(E/F), and gives a completely effective

analogue of Serre’s open image theorem in the complex multiplication case.
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8 Entanglement between the division fields of elliptic curves

The aim of this final lecture is to give some ideas about the phenomenon of entanglement inside the family

of division fields associated to an elliptic curve. Recall that, if E is an elliptic curve defined over a number

field F, and I ⊆ EndF(E) is an ideal, the I-th division field of E is the number field F(E[I]), where we let

E[I] :=
⋂

α∈I ker
(
[α] : E(F)→ E(F)

)
denote the I-th torsion subgroup. Moreover, we will usually consider

the infinite division fields F(E[N∞]) :=
⋃+∞

n=0 F(E[Nn]).

Entanglement

The protagonist of this lecture will be the entanglement between these division fields. More precisely, if F is a

number field and F is a family of Galois sub-extensions of a fixed algebraic closure F ⊆ F, we say (following

Lenstra) that F is entangled (over F) if the canonical injective restriction map

Gal

(
∏
L∈F

L

/
F

)
↪→ ∏

L∈F
Gal(L/F)

is not surjective, where ∏L∈F L denotes the compositum of all the fields belonging to the family F . With

a terminology that is perhaps more familiar to the reader, we say that F is linearly disjoint (over F) if the

aforementioned map is injective.

Clearly, the presence of entanglement in a family of number fields is heavily dependent on how we index

the fields in question. For instance, we could take F to be the family of all the division fields F(E[N]),

where N varies over all the non-zero natural numbers. However, this family is clearly going to be entangled,

because F(E[N]) ⊆ F(E[M]) whenever N | M. Therefore, it is better to consider the family of infinite

division fields FE = {F(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈ N prime} indexed over primes, which has a better chance of being

linearly disjoint over F. In terms of Galois representations, we are asking whether the adelic image

ρE(ΓF) ⊆ AutZ(Etors) ∼= ∏
ℓ

AutZ(E[ℓ∞])

has any change of being equal to the product ∏ℓ ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF) of the ℓ-adic images.

More generally, a foundational problem in the theory of Galois representations (introduced by Mazur)

consists in classifying the possible adelic images ρE(ΓF). The aforementioned problem can be divided into

the question of classification of the possible ℓ-adic images ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF), and then the problem of knowing how

these different local images interact inside AutZ(Etors). In particular, when F = Q we know that for every

fixed prime ℓ there are only finitely many possibilities for the ℓ-adic image ρE,ℓ∞(ΓF), which were classified

in various recent works, culminating with the work of Rouse, Sutherland and Zureick-Brown [34]. A similar

classification for the possible images of the ℓ-adic representations attached to elliptic curves with complex

multiplication which are defined over the minimal field of definition Q(j(E)) has been recently completed
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by Lozano-Robledo [29]. Moreover, as we already mentioned, recent work of Zywina [44] provides a finite

list of integers which should conjecturally exhaust all the possible indices of the images of adelic Galois

representations associated to elliptic curves without complex multiplication, while our formula (11) provides

a similar explicit list of possible indices for elliptic curves with complex multiplication (defined over any

number field). Despite these finiteness results, the images ρE(ΓF) can take infinitely many possible values,

as we will see by looking at elliptic curves with complex multiplication.

The Lang-Trotter conjecture

Before moving to the classification of the possible types of entanglement for the families of division fields

of elliptic curves defined over a number field, we would like to explain a possible application related to the

study of this entanglement problem.

Let E be an elliptic curve defined over a number field F. Given a prime ideal p ⊆ OF at which E has good

reduction Ẽ, we write ap(E) := |OF/p|+ 1− #Ẽ(OF/p) for the trace of the action of Frobenius on the étale

cohomology of E. Then, Lang and Trotter [23] conjectured that

#{p ⊆ OF : |OF/p| ≤ x, ap(E) = r} ∼ CE,r ·
√

x
log(x)

when x → +∞, unless E has some congruence obstruction. This can be expressed in terms of the Galois

representations ρE,N, by saying that there exists some integer N such that ρE,N(ΓF) does not contain any

element of trace equal to r modulo N.

One can give an explicit conjectural expression for the constant CE,r by studying the adelic image ρE(ΓF).

More precisely, if E does not have complex multiplication then CE,r = C′E,r · LT Z, where

LT Z =
2
π
·∏

ℓ

(
1− 1

(ℓ− 1)(ℓ2 − 1)

)
denotes the Lang-Trotter constant (for Z), while C′E,r ∈ Q is an entanglement correction factor. To define it,

let NE denote the smallest positive integer N such that ρE(ΓF) equals the inverse image of ρE,N(ΓF) under

the canonical projection map AutZ(Etors) ↠ AutZ/NZ(E[N]), which exists thanks to Serre’s open image

theorem. Then

C′E,r =
NE · #{g ∈ ρE,NE(ΓF) : Tr(g) ≡ r(NE)}

#ρE,NE(ΓF)
· ∏

ℓ|r
ℓ∤NE

(
1 +

1
ℓ2 − 1

)
· ∏
ℓ|rNE

(
1− 1

(ℓ− 1)(ℓ2 − 1)

)−1

,

which allows us to give a precise asymptotic for the function x 7→ #{p ⊆ OF : |OF/p| ≤ x, ap(E) = r} if we

know NE and the finite image ρE,NE(ΓF), which amounts to knowing the adelic image ρE(ΓF).

On the other hand, if E has complex multiplication by an imaginary quadratic order O, Lang and Trotter

conjectured that CE,r = C′E,r · LT O, where

LT O =
1

2π ∏
ℓ

(
1− χO(ℓ)

(ℓ− 1)(ℓ− χO(ℓ))

)
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is the Lang-Trotter constant of the order O, defined in terms of the character

χO(ℓ) :=


1, if ℓ splits in O

−1, if ℓ is inert O

0, if ℓ ramifies in O,

while once again C′E,r ∈ Q is an entanglement correction factor. This can be explicitly defined as

C′E,r =
NE · #{g ∈ ρE,NE(ΓF) : Tr(g) ≡ r(NE)}

#ρE,NE(ΓF)
· ∏

ℓ|r
ℓ∤NE

(
1 +

χO(ℓ)

ℓ− χO(ℓ)

)
· ∏
ℓ|rNE

(
1− χO(ℓ)

(ℓ− 1)(ℓ− χO(ℓ))

)−1

,

where once again NE denotes the minimal integer N such that ρE(ΓF) equals the pre-image of ρE,N(ΓF) under

the canonical reduction map AutZ(Etors) ↠ AutZ/NZ(E[N]).

Artin’s primitive root conjecture

Let us mention another application of the study of entanglements to arithmetic statistics.

To do so, let us look at the division fields of the algebraic group Gm (over Q), which are given by the

cyclotomic fields Q(ζN) for N ≥ 1. Moreover, given a fixed integer a ∈ Z \ {−1, 0, 1}, one can look at the

field Q(ζN, N
√

a), which is Galois over Q because it is the splitting field of xN − a. Then, it turns out that

the entanglement in the family {Q(ζℓ, ℓ
√

a) : ℓ ∈ N prime} is closely related to the problem of determining

the density of the primes ℓ such that the reduction of a modulo ℓ generates the group F×ℓ . In particular,

Hooley has shown that this density exists and is non-negative if one assumes the validity of the Generalized

Riemann Hypotheses for the Dedekind zeta functions of the number fields Q(ζℓ, ℓ
√

a). Moreover, Lenstra,

Moree and Stevenhagen [27] have shown that this density should be a rational multiple of Artin’s constant

A = ∏p(1− (p2− p)−1), and that this rational multiple can be detected by studying the entanglement in the

aforementioned family {Q(ζℓ, ℓ
√

a) : ℓ ∈N prime}. More precisely, the expected density of the set of primes

ℓ such that the reduction of a modulo ℓ generates F×ℓ can be written as

δ(a) := A ·∏
p|h

p2 − 2p
p2 − p− 1

·

1−∏
p|D
p|h

1
2− p

·∏
p|D
p∤h

1
1− p− p2

 ,

where h is the biggest number such that a is an h-power in Q, while D = 1 unless the extension Q ⊆ Q(
√

a) is

quadratic of odd discriminant D. This is due to the fact that, when the extension Q ⊆ Q(
√

a) is quadratic of

odd discriminant, the field Q(
√

a) is contained in the compositum of all the fields Q(ζℓ), where ℓ runs over

the prime divisors of D. This inclusion gives us a non-trivial entanglement in the aforementioned family

{Q(ζℓ, ℓ
√

a) : ℓ ∈N prime}, and yields the second correction factor in the product defining δ(a).
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This picture can be generalized to the context of elliptic curves. More precisely, let E be an elliptic curve

defined over a number field F, and fix a point P ∈ E(F). Then, Lang and Trotter [24] conjectured that

the set of prime ideals p ⊆ OF such that the reduction of P modulo p generates the group Ẽ(OF/p) has

positive density. However, in this case the group Ẽ(OF/p) may not be cyclic, and in fact the density of

those primes p ⊆ OF such that Ẽ(OF/p) is cyclic can again be expressed as the product of a fixed “Artin

constant” AE multiplied by a rational correction factor, which is related to the entanglement in the family

{F(E[ℓ]) : ℓ ∈ N prime}. When F = Q, these considerations are due to Serre, who dedicated to them one

of his courses at the Collège de France. Campagna and Stevenhagen [7] have recently written down these

considerations in the general case, and they have studied in particular those cases in which the expected

density of the set of primes of cyclic reduction can vanish.

Entanglement for elliptic curves without complex multiplication

In order to answer this question, Campagna and Stevenhagen provided an explicit upper bound for the

set of primes that one has to exclude in order to have a linearly disjoint family of division fields. More

precisely, let E be an elliptic curve defined over a number field F, such that EndF(E) ∼= Z. Then, one

can define an integer BE := 2 · 3 · 5 · ∆F ·NF/K(fE), where ∆F denotes the absolute discriminant of F, and

fE ⊆ OF denotes the conductor of the elliptic curve E. Moreover, let S′E denote the set of primes ℓ such that

ρE,ℓ(ΓF) ̸= GL2(Z/ℓZ), which is finite by Serre’s open image theorem. Then, the family

{F(E[ℓ]) : ℓ ∈N \ ({ℓ | BE} ∪ S′E) prime}

is linearly disjoint over the number field F.

Apart from these explicit bounds on the set of primes which can be entangled, a great amount of work

has been done in recent years to understand the possible types of entanglement, especially when F = Q.

From the point of view of Galois representations, this means once again that one would like to classify all

the possible images ρE(ΓF). This question, especially when F = Q, appeared as the Program B in a seminal

paper of Mazur [31]. When F = Q, it turns out that the image ρE(ΓF) cannot be equal to AutZ(Etors).

This is due to the fact that if the second division field Q(E[2]) does not collapse, which happens when the

discriminant ∆E is not a square in Q×, we have an entanglement between Q(E[2]), which contains Q(
√

∆E)

as its unique quadratic sub-extension, and the field Q(E[∆E|]), which contains Q(ζ|∆E|) thanks to the Weil

pairing. As was shown by Jones [19], 100% of elliptic curves defined over Q, when ordered by naive height,

are Serre curves, which means that I(E/Q) = 2, i.e. that the image ρE(ΓQ) is as big as possible.

Nevertheless, classifying all the possible images ρE(ΓF) of the Galois representations associated to elliptic

curves E defined over a fixed number field F remains an interesting and challenging problem. A recent paper

by Daniels, Lozano-Robledo and Morrow [11] aims at providing a first step towards a complete classification
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of the possible types of entanglement between the division fields of an elliptic curve. In particular, this work

uses a group theoretic approach to study entanglements, by looking at certain subgroups of GL2(Z/NZ).

More precisely, given two divisors a, b | N, one says that a subgroup G ⊆ GL2(Z/NZ) represents an (a, b)-

entanglement if ⟨ker(πa) ∩ G′, ker(πb) ∩ G′⟩ ⊊ ker(πd) ∩ G′, where c = lcm(a, b) and d = gcd(a, b), while

G′ ⊆ GL2(Z/cZ) denotes the image of G under the natural quotient map GL2(Z/NZ) ↠ GL2(Z/cZ), and

for every divisor n | c we let πn : GL2(Z/cZ) ↠ GL2(Z/nZ) denote the canonical quotient map. In terms

of division fields, the subgroup Im(ρE,N(ΓF)) ⊆ GL2(Z/NZ) represents a non-trivial (a, b)-entanglement

if Q(E[d]) ⊊ Q(E[a]) ∩ Q(E[b]), where once again d = gcd(a, b). The aforementioned paper of Daniels,

Lozano-Robledo and Morrow [11] then proceeds to describe several different types of abelian entanglements,

i.e. those cases in which Q(E[d]) ∩Qab ⊊ (Q(E[a]) ∩Q(E[b])) ∩Qab. More precisely, they classify this type

of entanglement into four types (Weil, discriminant, CM and fake CM), and they show that if an elliptic curve

E defined over Q exhibits an abelian entanglement that is not of these types then its j-invariant j(E) belongs

to the union between a certain finite set J and one of three explicit families of j-invariants, parametrized by

rational maps j1, j2, j3 ∈ Q(t). Their proof proceeds by classifying some modular curves which parametrize

elliptic curves whose division fields have a certain type of entanglement. When these modular curves have

genus zero or one, we can explicitly determine their set of rational points. For example, the rational maps

j1, j2, j3 correspond to those modular curves that have genus zero. On the other hand, when these modular

curves have genus two or higher, it is quite challenging to determine their set of rational points, which leads

to the inexplicit nature of the finite set J. Finally, let us mention that a similar investigation for elliptic curves

with non-abelian entanglements has been carried out by Jones and McMurdy [20].

Entanglement for elliptic curves with complex multiplication

Let us see what happens when an elliptic curve E defined over a number field F has complex multiplication

by an order O ⊆ K. For simplicity, let us also assume that the complex multiplication is defined over F, i.e.

that K ⊆ F. In this case, we proved in [5] that the family of division fields {F(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈N\ {ℓ | BE} prime}

is linearly disjoint, where BE := ∆F · |OF/fE| · [OK : O]. The proof of this result proceeds along three steps.

First of all, we prove a slight generalization of the Néron-Ogg-Shafarevich criterion, which shows that for

every ideal I ⊆ O the extension F ⊆ F(E[I]) is unramified outside (I · OF) · fE. Moreover, we show that for

any prime ideal p ⊆ O coprime with BE · O and any n ∈N, the extension F ⊆ F(E[pn]) is totally ramified at

every prime ideal ofOF which divides p · OF. This implies that for every rational prime ℓ each sub-extension

of F ⊆ F(E[ℓn]) is ramified at some prime ideal of OF which divides ℓOF, and allows us to conclude.

It is then interesting to try addressing Mazur’s program B for elliptic curves with complex multiplication,

i.e. to give a complete classification of all the possible images ρE(ΓF) of the adelic Galois representations

associated to such elliptic curves. It turns out that the nature of these images depends crucially on whether
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or not the maximal division field F(Etors) is an abelian extension of the imaginary quadratic field Kab. More

generally, if the extension FKab ⊆ F(Etors) is not trivial and j(E) ̸∈ {0, 1728}, we know from (11) that the

image ρE(ΓF) has the smallest possible index. When F = HO, this implies that ρE(ΓF) = AutO(Etors), and

therefore that the family of division fields {HO(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈ N prime} is linearly disjoint. When the class

group Cl(O) is not trivial, it turns out that 100% of the elliptic curves with complex multiplication byO have

this property. However, one can also show that for any given elliptic curve E with this property, infinitely

many of its quadratic twists E′ of E will not have this property, which means that the maximal division fields

HO(E′tors) will be abelian extensions of K. It is still not clear to us under what conditions there exists an

elliptic curve E defined over the smaller field Q(j(E)) for which the maximal division field is an abelian

extension of K.

Finally, let us mention what happens when Cl(O) is trivial. In this case HO = K, which implies that

for every elliptic curve E defined over K which has complex multiplication by O, the maximal division

field K(Etors) is an abelian extension of K. Moreover, when E is the base change of a curve defined over

Q, we were able to describe explicitly the image ρE(ΓF) of the Galois representation associated to E. More

precisely, if E belongs to a finite list of thirty elliptic curves of ”minimal conductor”, and p denotes the

unique prime which ramifies in Q ⊆ K, we have that ρE,p∞(ΓK) ⊆ AutOp(E[p∞]) has index two. Since

the index of ρE(ΓK) inside AutO(Etors) is also two, this implies that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓK) = AutOℓ
(E[ℓ∞]) for every

ℓ ̸= p, and that the family {K(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈ N prime} is linearly disjoint over K. Note that the family

{Q(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈ N prime} can never be linearly disjoint over Q, because when N ≥ 3 the division field

Q(E[N]) contains the imaginary quadratic field K. To conclude, let us see what happens when E does not

have minimal conductor. In this case, E will be the d-th quadratic twist of an elliptic curve E0 of minimal

conductor. Using this fact, one can show that the family {K(E[ℓ∞]) : ℓ ∈ N \ {ℓ | pd} prime} is linearly

disjoint, and that ρE,ℓ∞(ΓK) = AutOℓ
(E[ℓ∞]) for every rational prime ℓ. Since the index of ρE(ΓK) inside

AutO(Etors) is always two, this last fact implies that we must have some non-trivial entanglement. Indeed, it

happens that K(E[pn]) = Hpn,O(
√

d), which yields a non-trivial entanglement between the p-adic and d-adic

towers of division fields of E. In particular, K(E[N]) = HN,O whenever pd | N.

We expect that a similar classification should hold true for the images of the Galois representations at-

tached to elliptic curves E defined over HO which are base-changes of curves defined over Q(j(E)), have

complex multiplication by O and for which the maximal division field HO(Etors) is an abelian extension of

K. In general, we know that for these curves the image ρE(ΓHO) will never be maximal, and we can provide

an explicit bound for the minimal integer N such that HO(E[N]) = HN,O. This bound, which is related to

the conductor of the elliptic curve E, generalizes a result of Coates and Wiles [8, Lemma 5].
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